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You may think these two professionals are similar... 
but the guy on the left doesn’t offer a 3-year warranty on parts. 


Skilled hands, a sharp mind, and years of training. A lot goes into being a qualified Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley technician, but then few jobs are more important than maintaining the health of the 
world's finest motor cars. 

There's only one place in Sydney where you'll find the capabilities of qualified Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley technicians, York Motors. So sure are we of our staff's expertise, that we gladly offer a 
three-year warranty on parts and labour, and a remarkable five-year warranty on exhaust system 
parts and labour for Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor Cars dating from 1956. 


Whether your Rolls-Royce or Bentley needs complex repairs, or just a simple government check, 


nobody else in Sydney offers the service, the confidence, 
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4BP3 was the 13th of a total of only 18 Phantom IVs built, (including the Experimental 
Department lorry 4AF4). In March 1953 two Phantom IVs, 4BP1 and 4BP3, were 
dispatched from Hoopers to Iraq for King Feisal !1 and the Prince Regent respectively. 
4BP3 was one of seven Phantom IVs with coachwork by Hooper, but the only one with 
designer Osmond Rivers’ razor-edge ‘New Look' styling, which was particularly well 
suited to the very long PIV chassis. Photo by Matt Sysak (U.S.A.). 


From the Editor 


Sad losses for the Club 


Just after the last issue went to press 
came the distressing news that John Bull 
(S.A.) had passed away on October 20th, 
following along and courageous struggle 
with illness. John was a dear friend and 
a fine Clubman. His loss is sorely felt. 

Soon after came the news that Ted 
Hudson (N.S.W.) had passed away, also 
following a brave battle with illness. Ted 
was well known for his even tempera- 
ment and friendly manner, as well as for 
his beautifully original Springfield Silver 
Ghost (154BG) which he and Fay drove 
on innumerable Club outings, Federal 
Rallies, and all the Wholly Ghost Tours. 

A third loss was all the more sadden- 
ing for its appalling circumstances. Carl 
Stockton (N.S.W.) was murdered in a 
clearly unprovoked, apparently motive- 
less and savage assault a short distance 
from his Sydney home. Carl, a friend and 
work colleague, was a gentle man who 
wouldn't have hurt a fly. His death is a 
sad testimony to the nature of the society 
in which we now find ourselves living. 


Wholly Ghost Tour issue 


It is hoped that you enjoyed your 
special 48 page Wholly Ghost Tour issue 
(5-96). In order to do justice to this event 
and to accommodate just some of the 
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Michael Zwar took this unusual shot of his house reflected in the highly polished boot lid of his 
1949 Silver Wraith (WFC67 — see front cover, P.2-96). The amazingly high quality paintwork 
was carried out by Michael's friend and fellow A.C.T. Branch member Steve Ortlipp. WFC67 was 
judged best car at the recent ‘Wagga Wheels’ display day in Wagga Wagga, and the A.C.T. 
Branch group there was judged best club display. 


vast amount of written and photographic 
material submitted on the Tour, that 
issue turned out to be our biggest ever 
edition of PRAECLARUM, by far. 

In addition to the usual circulation 
within our own Club, the special issue 
promoted our Club by being distributed 
to the membership of the Silver Ghost 
Association in the United States and 
other countries. The Club's financial 
situation was kept in check by the addi- 
tional pages for that issue, over and 


Robert Smith of Tasmania sent this photograph of a car he inspected in Melbourne in the early 
1960s and asks after its present whereabouts and condition, and whether it can be identified. 
The answer is yes on all counts. It is a 1925 Twenty (GPK43) with rather later pillarless saloon 
coachwork by the French coachbuilder Vanvooren. It is owned by Oliver Mayo (S.A.) and is in 
excellent condition. The radiator has been updated, with vertical shutters. 


above a standard edition, as well as the 
additional copies for the extra circulation, 
being funded by the Tour. 


Errors 


It has been pointed out to me that if | 
leave readers to spot errors themselves, 
few would even notice them, but when | 
draw attention to them, 100% of readers 
are then aware of them! This is no doubt 
true. However, particularly where 
members’ names and the all important 
chassis numbers are involved, ! would 
not feel comfortable with failing to correct 
my errors. Therefore, 100% of readers 
will now know that Editorial sloppiness 
has again resulted in errors creeping in 
unnoticed until the final job came out, 
after which they screamed from the 
page! In Bryan (not Brian) Price's article 
Me and my Shadow in P.5-96, incorrect 
versions of the chassis number appear- 
ed in the picture captions. The correct 
chassis number of Bryan's car is, of 
course, CRH1344. 


Meeting the Masters 


Meeting the Masters, my short tribute 
to Bill Allen, John Blatchley and Martin 
Bourne in the last issue was enthusi- 
astically received. Expanding on the 
theme, this issue includes an article by 
Bill Allen, Recolfections of Styling. This 
will make fascinating reading for anyone 
even slightly interested in the evolution 
of Rolls-Royce and Bentley styling andis 
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Obituary 


John Bull, 15.2.37 - 20.10.96 


It is with great sadness that I report 
the death, after severe illness, of our 
! dear and talented friend. He was a 
member of the South Australian Branch 
for over a quarter of a century, and 
rapidly became one of its most popular 
and important people, contributing 
articles on events held, and cars known 
about, until he naturally became Editor 
of our newsletter, Southern Spirit. John, 
of course, was also highly knowledge- 
able about many other fine marques and 
was a stalwart of the Armstrong 
Siddeley Car Club, but loved things 
Roycean, especially the search for 
perfection in his own arts. 

By attending almost every Branch 
event over the years, he endeared him- 
self to everyone. As Editor he was 
unparalleled, with his unremitting care over apt expression and 
detail of fine language, his concern that every car should be 
accurately designated and described, and that every detail of 
food and, of course drink, should be remembered. He managed 
not only to notice every car attending an event, but also to speak 
to everyone there, and share a laugh or two, all the while never 
spilling a precious drop. 

For all this time he never owned a Rolls-Royce or Bentley, 
but made up for this by being always a most welcome passenger 


Messenger Newspapers, Adelaide 


in the great variety of cars our Club 
features. To chauffeur John to a Club 
event was an endless entertainment, as 
he regaled one with stories and strange 
facts about cars, their details and their 
former owners. He seemed to know the 
past history of every fine car ever to 
come to Australia, and could gossip for 
hours about them and their drivers. 

John’s range of interests was seem- 
ingly endless. He loved fine music, art, 
and letters, and revelled in the minutiae 
of good grammar and language. He 
loved good food and drink, so that 
afficionados of his literary narratives of 
Club events grew to love his minute 
descriptions of every good wine and 
morsel tasted. He loved things potable 
so much that he delighted often to 
sketch Club cars outside his beloved pubs. There could be no 
higher honour for them. But above all else he loved people, and 
was hailed everywhere he went by friends and acquaintances. 

His sketches and drawings, of course, made him famous all 
over Australia and even overseas, and his creative work will live 
on beyond his span of years. So will all the best things he stood 
for — gentleness, honesty, great spirit, enjoyment of beauty, 
and enjoyment of life. 


David Forward 


with the Silver Cloud and Silver Shadow, 
fail to even mention him, which is a bit 
like writing about the Sistine Chapel and 
failing to mention Michelangelo. 

My book Aolls-Royce and Bentley: 


the Crewe Years attempted to redress 
this, and more recently an article on 
Mr Blatchley appeared in the London 
Daily Telegraph, later repeated in 
Classic and Sportscar magazine (U.K.). 


written by one who made a significant 
contribution to the styling of the cars. 

In response to Meeting the Masters 
Bill wrote: “I don’t think that | deserve the 
flattering remarks at all. It is only neces- 
sary to express delight that anything 
done all those years ago still seems to be 
of interest to anyone”. Likewise, Martin 
Bourne wrote expressing amazement at 
all the “fuss” being made of them, adding 
that they were “just ordinary blokes doing 
an ordinary job”. With respect, | hardly 
think so! 

Keeping up the momentum on this 
theme, our next issue will include an 
article on the distiguished career of John 
Blatchley, with which he has been kindly 
helping me by means of some very en- 
joyable correspondence. Until recently 
few Rolls-Royce and Bentley enthus- 
iasts had even heard of Mr Blatchley, 
even though most are admirers of his 
work. Incredibly, most books on the 
marques, even those specifically dealing 


In September John Bull sent this fine ink and wash drawing of a Bentley Mk VI with coachwork 
by Rippon Bros. Sadly, it turned out to be this extremely talented artist's last work. John passed 
away on October 20th. 


On a recent visit to Melbourne, Jim Kelso 
(N.S.W.) took this shot of his friend and fellow 
Honorary Life Member Patrick Kane-White 
(Vic.) with his 1924 Twenty (GRK81). Patrick 
was Victoria Branch President when your 
Editor, in his youth, joined the Branch. 
GRK81, which is fitted with rare Barker tor- 
pedo cabriolet coachwork, has been owned 
by Patrick since just after World War Il and 
has recently been returned to road-going 
order with the assistance of a number of 
fellow Victoria Branch members. 


Performance and handling 

Those who have considered a new 
Rolls-Royce or Bentley but resist the 
temptation because they believe that 
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such large and heavy cars could not 
possibly handle nimbly are denying 
themselves one of life's treats for 
reasons that are, well ... misguided. 

The fact is that, along with that of 
every other manufacturer, Rolls-Royce 
suspension and steering technology has 
made such enormous strides that even 
the big four-door saloons handle with 
deceptive precision and sure-footed- 
ness. If you fancy the magnificent 
Bentley Azure (and who wouldn't?) you 
are assured that this 2.6 tonne convert- 
ible is not only extraordinarily fast and 
powerful, but handles superbly as well. 
To quote from a recent CAR magazine 
road-test, “The Bentley Azure is a very 
fast car” (their emphasis). And why 
wouldn't it be, with 382 b.h.p. (at 4,000 
r.p.m.) with “oodles of creamy torque, 
delivered almost regardless of revs”?! 
According to CAR, the Azure's “com- 
posure on give-and-take roads almost 
defies belief”. Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd Chief Executive Chris Woodwark 
describes it as “the very best convertible 
motor car in the world”. Who could mount 
a counter-argument? 

Our own Australian Wheels magazine 
was similarly impressed when a Bentley 
Continental R was tried. “The interior is 
like a cosy, comfortable gentlemen's club 
on wheels, redolent with the rich tang of 
hand stitched leather and suffused with 
the warm glow of highly polished walnut. 
After riding in one, anything else is just a 
car”. Yes, O.K., we know the interiors are 
superb, but what about performance and 
handling? Wheels was equally enthus- 


Fred Fabre is a friend of your Editor who owes his Gallic-sounding surname to his home State 
of Louisiana, which was originally settled by the French. Fred is the proud custodian of this fine 
1986 Bentley Mulsanne L (BNG 15824), which is a long wheelbase version of the Mulsanne — 


or is it a Bentley version of the Silver Spur?! Do we have any of this model in Australia? 
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iastic after blotting their copybook by 
claiming that the 6.75 litre V-8 is 
“rumoured to trace its origins to a 1950s 
Packard design” (first I've heard of that 
rumour)! “With the merest squeeze of the 
throttle, just sit back and let the mountain 
of torque do the talking’, enthused 
Wheels. “Far from cornering like the Ark 
Royal in a hurricane, the big Bentley 
corners with remarkable alacrity, aided 
by Rolls-Royce’s clever electronically 
controlled adaptive damping suspen- 
sion, which cuts unwanted weight 
transfer by virtually eliminating roll, dive 
and squat, and the massive 255/55ZR17 
Avon Turbospeed tyres”. 

Andrew Frankel, road-test Editor of 
Autocar, is a man not easily impressed. 
Driving a Continental T in the hills above 
Rome recently, he found himself chasing 
a C-type Jaguar. “! detected a poise and 
an appetite for this kind of work. Fast 
though all Bentleys now are, I'd not ex- 
perienced anything like this”, he wrote in 
Queste. “Any wallow or float | had feared 
| might detect were noted only for their 
absence. | found instead a balance, a 
firm grip on the road, and Herculean 
power out of the bends. It triumphed over 
the passes, shrinking its girth, belying its 
weight, and providing some truly exhilar- 
ating fun”. 

This is the Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd product of today. The fact that Rolls- 
Royce are still able to build their cars so 
big and heavy without being out-classed 
in the performance, handling and road- 
holding stakes is a remarkable achieve- 
ment. But wasn't this always the case? 
Inthe early 1960s, for example, the Silver 
Cloud Ill and Bentley S3 offered un- 
beatable relaxed long distance cruising 
and sure-footedness, with performance 
that left 114 litre sports cars of the period 
out of breath. Before that, cars like the 
Bentley R-type Continental, the Bentley 
Mk VI, the Phantom II Continental and of 
course the Silver Ghost, to name but a 
few, made their mark as unassailably 
fast, effortless, long distance transport, 
each in their day. 

The Best Cars in the World? Well, 
obviously! 


‘Wentworth’ chassis change 


There has been an encouraging 
response to David Ekberg’s article The 
Fiftieth Anniversary of the Silver Wraith 
in P.2-96. As a result, at least one further 
Silver Wraith in Australia has come to 
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light, one chassis number listed has 
been shown to be incorrect and more 
present owners have been identified. 

One particularly observant member, 
Stan Spackman (Vic.) was curious as to 
how the claim in the text that the Park 
Ward ‘Wentworth’ saloon (WGC47) was 
a 1948 Earls Court Motor Show exhibit 
may be reconciled with the March 1950 
delivery date shown in the lists in the 
same article. To explain this briefly and 
without taking away from a future article 
about this car that David Ekberg has 
foreshadowed, | refer you to the photo- 
graphs on pages 40 & 41 of Lawrence 
Dalton's Rolls-Royce: the Classic 
Elegance. These clearly show that the 
‘Wentworth’ was left-hand drive. Dalton 
explains this by offering the theory that 
the ‘L’ prefix (for left-hand drive) was 
somehow omitted from the chassis 
number WGC47. In fact, we know this 
not to be the case because WGC47 is 
clearly a right-hand drive chassis. The 
true facts are as follows: 

The ‘Wentworth’ saloon was built for 
exhibition at the 1948 Motor Show ona 
left-hand drive Silver Wraith chassis of 
unknown number. Left-hand drive had 
not previously been available on the 
Crewe cars (or for that matter the Derby 
models other than the Phantom II) and 
this was the first showing of the 1949 
model left-hand drive chassis with steer- 
ing column gear-change intended to 
widen the appeal of the cars in North 
America and Europe. It seems that the 
‘Wentworth’ was purchased some time 
after the Show by an Australian buyer 
who, obviously, wanted a right-hand 
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drive car. It was returned to Park Ward, 
removed from the left-hand drive 
chassis, then with the fascia layout mod- 
ified for right-hand drive, fitted to a new 
right-hand drive chassis, WGC47. 
Technically, this means that by the 
definition we have always held dear — 
that the chassis determines the car’s 
identity, not the coachwork — this car 
would not normally be regarded as the 
1948 Earls Court Motor Show car. How- 
ever, in this instance it needs to be 
recognised that in 1948 Park Ward 
exhibited a car which they called the 
‘Wentworth’ saloon and that it was the 
distinctive coachwork that characterised 
the car as such, not the chassis. This 
means that Robert McDermott’s Silver 
Wraith WGC47 is the ‘Wentworth’ 
saloon, even though the chassis is not 
the one on which the coachwork was 
exhibited at the 1948 Earls Court Show. 


‘Nareeb Ghost’ to return? 


In 1964, David Jones (Vic.) acquired 
Silver Ghost 15CW from the Nareeb 
Estate near his own home in Toorak. The 
one-owner Silver Ghost, with Barker 
tourer coachwork, was in fine, complete- 
ly original condition. 

After a few years, David sold 15CW 
to collector Peter Channing of Guernsey, 
with whom it has resided these last 
twenty-odd years. 

It seems that during the recent 
Outback Wholly Ghost Tour David 
negotiated the re-purchase of 15CW 
from Peter. He intends leaving it in the 
U.K. to use in the forthcoming R.R.E.C. 
Scottish Reliability Trial re-enactment. 


After that, however, we can hope that this 
particularly fine, important Australian- 
delivered Silver Ghost might return to 
these shores. 

| expect that the re-purchase price 
was rather more than the $4,400 with 
which David was reported to have parted 
at the 1964 Nareeb auction! 


Royce crane saved 


It is pleasing to be able to report that 
Ray Millington (N.S.W.) has saved a 
Royce electric crane. Like the crane in 
Adelaide, described and illustrated in 
Gavin Sandford-Morgan’s article in 
P.5-95, p.2634, this is a rail-mounted 
gantry-type crane, though of somewhat 
later (c.1914) manufacture. 

Ray intends to restore it to working 
order with electrical power supplied by a 
steam-powered generator. A very worthy 
project. Read about it in this issue. 


Royce and the Vibration Damper 


In our next issue there will be an art- 
icle by Tom Clarke under the above 
heading. This was first published in our 
American sister Club’s journal Flying 
Lady. It is an extremely important article 
which exemplifies the depth of Tom's 
almost uncanny ability to uncover and 
weave together the most elusive details 
of early Rolls-Royce history and lore. 

The Author and Editor join in hoping 
that readers with parallel memberships 
will not be put out by the article’s appear- 
ance in the magazines of both Clubs. 
The interests of the majority prevailed. 


Martin Bennett 


Steve Stuckey (A.C.T.) sent these two pictures which he took at the Peninsula Hotel during a recent trip to Hong Kong. On the left is a Silver Spur 
(ANT57596), one of the Peninsula's famous fleet of that model. On the right is their absolutely delicious looking Phantom Ii Barker sedanca de 


AGREE Rged 


j fs 


ville (74UK). This was the only restorable survivor of a flood in the basement in which the earlier fleet of Silver Spurs was written off. 


CO 
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From the Federal President 


Queensland hospitality 


At Christmas time many of our 
members are away on holiday and for me 
it is always a pleasant surprise to meet 
up with friends from the Club who are 
holidaying in Queensland. Each year 
when | happen to meet members from 
other States holidaying in south-east 
Queensland we are able to enjoy some 
good fellowship and car talk. Should you 
be visiting Queensland at any time 
please feel free to call any of our Branch 
members and partake of some 
Queensland hospitality — we would real- 
ly love to see you. 


N.S.W. Branch Concours 


| spent a few days in Sydney recently 
and was pleased to discover that the 
New South Wales Branch Concours 
d'Elegance was being held whilst | was 
there. Apparently this was their third 
attempt to hold the event, the first two 
dates being rained out. Unfortunately the 
odds stayed against them and the event 
was quickly rescheduled from historic 
Vaucluse House to the undercover car- 
park (five levels down!) of the Sydney 
Opera House. Even though the day was 
wet, the enthusiasm of those attending 
was certainly not dampened and both 
Jean and | had a thoroughly enjoyable 
day. We were thankful to Malcolm Johns 
who called for us in his Silver Ghost to 
take us there. As | have said before, one 
of the delights of being Federal President 
is the opportunity given to attend other 
Branch events and meet members, en- 
joying their hospitality and seeing some 
interesting cars. 


Foundation Board Meeting 


Whilst in Sydney | attended the 
second meeting of the Board of Trustees 
of the newly created Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation. Our Chairman, David 
Jones, has reported on progress else- 
where in this issue, but as Federal 
President | take this opportunity to en- 
courage you all to consider how you may 
be able to assist the Foundation. There 
are many ways in which practical help 
can be given: by donations of cash 
(which are tax deductible), goods of 
many kinds including books, brochures, 


manuals, memorabilia, car parts — and 
even cars — being just a few of the 
possibilities. The Foundation would be 
only too pleased to hear from you. A 
regular ‘Foundation Corner’ feature 
commences in PRAECLARUM this 
issue, to keep you informed of the 
progress of this excellent initiative. 


Federal Secretary’s travels 


Our Federal Secretary, lan Dunn, has 
recently returned from the U.K. While he 
was there he was a guest of the Com- 
pany at Crewe and was able to catch up 
on all the latest happenings and to hear 
some of the plans the Company has for 
the future. | am sure that lan will tell you 
about all of this when you see him, or 
perhaps he might be persuaded to write 
about it for PRAECLARUM so that we 
can all read aboutit! In lan's absence the 
work of the Secretary was carried out by 
Assistant Secretary Kim Stapleton. 


Rolis-Royce on the Internet 


Part of modern day lore is to be able 
to say that you have “surfed the 'net” and 
| was able to spend a few hours recently 
(with the help of my son Andrew) seeing 
what | could find about Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars. There is certainly a wealth 
of information available and also a 
number of fine cars for sale, particularly 
in the U.K. | believe that there is a poten- 
tial benefit for our Club to have a 
presence on the Internet and | know also 
that the Foundation is looking at it, so it 
should not be too long before there is 
some meaningful information on the Club 
in Australia available at the push of a 
button. 


Rolls-Royce & Bentley prices 


Looking through a couple of Classis 
car magazines recently | was surprised 
at the low prices of some Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley cars. It appears to me that 
some desirable Silver Cloud and Silver 
Shadow cars are less costly than some 
secondhand Australian family cars andin 
that context would have to be considered 
excellent value. This also appears to be 
the case in the United States, but from 
reports | am hearing of price increases in 
other parts of the world the market could 
change quite quickly in Australia as well. 
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Recent losses 


The R.R.O.C. of Australia has been 
saddened this year by the deaths of 
several members with long associations 
with the Club. | particularly refer to John 
Altmann, John Bull, Ted Hudson, and 
Carl Stockton. Over the years since the 
formation of our Club many members 
have made significant contributions 
which have helped make the Club what 
it is today. It is always sad when we lose 
members, but in a short period we have 
lost four members who will indeed be 
long remembered as true friends of the 
Club. 


New book 


| have now received my copy of Martin 
Bennett’s latest book Aolls-Royce & 
Bentley: the history of the cars, whichhas 
a very similar title to an earlier book he 
wrote many years ago. This was 
reviewed in P.4-96. My early impressions 
are that this book is an interesting and 
informative book on the cars that we all 
admire. However, at this stage | intend 
leaving its full reading for our family 
Christmas vacation. 


Once again | take this opportunity of 
wishing you all a happy Christmas and a 
most enjoyable and prosperous 1997. | 
thank you for your support of the Club 
over the past year and assure you that 
we have all worked hard to ensure that 
our Club remains the great Club that itis. 
And | must again recommend to you that 
you consider travelling to Fremantle to 
attend the 1997 Federal Rally as guests 
of our W.A. Branch. | can assure you that 
you will not be disappointed. 


Happy Motoring, 
David Vann 
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Foundation Corner 


The Sir Henry Royce Foundation 


Our Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
has met on two occasions since | last 
wrote to the membership. 

We have had some great interest 
shown from the members especially in 
the collection and maintenance of pub- 
lished and unpublished records of the 
work of the late Sir Henry Royce. A 
study by member Chris Gillings of New 
South Wales on the computerised 
storage of Rolls-Royce data which we 
will have, has been gratefully received. 
Chris has done a great job for us and 
we look forward to further announce- 
ments on this in due course. 


Foundation Advisers 


Advisers to the Foundation have 
been selected in each of the R.R.O.C. 


phustralia 


Branches and they are: 
Martin Bennett (A.C.T.); 
Geoff Boscoe (N.S.W.); 
Fred Haughtey (Qld.). 
Peter Cox (S.A.); 

Gil Ralph (Vic.); 
Mark Babidge (W.A.); 


Friends of the Foundation 


To get the Foundation up and run- 
ning properly, money is important and 
we do hope that Club members will 
donate to the Australian Foundation. 
The following levels of donations for 
beneficiaries and friends was agreed 
upon at our last meeting: 

Gold $5,000 
Silver $2,000 
Bronze $500 


All gifts of $2 and upwards are 
allowable tax deductions and we would 
be delighted to receive any size dona- 
tion. This will allow the fund to be built 
up to purchase items which are becom- 
ing available in this country. 

On behalf of my fellow Trustees, 
Malcolm Johns, Jim Kelso and David 
Vann, | thank you for the support al- 
ready shown to our Foundation and we 
look forward to your support in the 
future, so that we may create a real 
legacy for fellow enthusiasts in this 
country, and in fact for all Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley enthusiasts around the 
world. 


David C. Jones, 
Chairman 


Recovering a Royce 


The recovery of a 1915 Royce Gantry crane from the C.S.R. works, Pyrmont, Sydney 


I first heard about this Royce crane 
back in 1978 when George Sevenoaks 
rang and said “come out with me to Pyr- 
mont and see something very interesting”. 

The gantry crane was found deep in the 
bowels of the C.S.R. works (previously 
known as the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company) in what was now being used as 
a storeroom. Flourescent light fittings 
were hanging off it and with all the shelv- 
ing and aisles beneath it, it was quite 
immovable. But there it was in all its glory, 
albeit covered with years of dust — in 
some places over 60 years of it. 

Six weeks earlier the underslung cab 
with its controllers (one per motor) had 
been removed and sent to Simsmetal, the 
scrap merchants. However, the rest of the 
crane remained as last used. 


By Ray Millington (N.S.W.) 


In this state some photographs were 
taken and a brief article appeared in the 
September 1978 issue of London & Derby, 
the New South Wales Branch newsletter, 
after which the memory of it seemed to 
fade. Then, in the late 1980s, talk began of 
the redevelopment of the Pyrmont penin- 
sula for housing, and memories of the 
crane were aroused. 

In 1990 I approached the C.S.R. works 
site manager and a very sympathetic hear- 
ing was received from him. However, the 
area was in daily use and as such had to 
remain that way. A few years later I 
received a ’phone call asking me if I was 
still interested. The answer was obvious 
— of course I was! Then years of nothing 
until September 1996 when the chief ac- 
countant called and said the crane was now 


available and had to be removed by the end 
of the month due to the site being handed 
over to new owners. I had something like 
eleven days to act! 

A quick visit followed to assess what 
was needed for the crane’s removal and to 
pay for it. The greatest difficulty was lack 
of access for cranes, etc. Even though a 
three tonne mobile crane was available on 
the site, the Royce crane was in a room 
with only a normal door through which to 
get things out. 

Armed with two chain blocks, span- 
ners, and oxy-acetylene for burning off 
paint to get at nuts, I began dismantling the 
crane piece by piece on a ladder about 4 
metres above the ground. The oxy- 
acetylene was used to cut through bolts in 
only about five locations where similar 


gantry. 


bolts could be found to replace them. The 
chain blocks were used to lower the pieces 
to floor level where they were carried out- 
side on trolleys to my trailer, in which the 
more vulnerable parts they were 
transported home. The larger parts were 
transported to the museum where the crane 
will eventually be re-erected. 

The frame of the crane consists of three 
beams — two RSJs and one channel about 


: f ss 
The Royce gantry crane, less operator's cabin which was suspended from the far right of the 
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28 feet long which required the use of the 
two chain blocks to lower them to the floor. 
Once down they were cut in half to get 
them out of the room. They will be welded 
back together again to full structural 
strength and any signs of this will be 
concealed by the cast iron plates on each 
side which read: 

ROYCE LTD MANCHESTER 

LOAD 3 TONS. 


Looking along the gantry showing the gantry drive motor, reduction gear, drive shaft and the 
winch motor in the background. 


PRACLARVM 


The two ends of the gantry with the 
wheels that run along its length presented 
a problem and I was given permission to 
remove a wall panel to allow entry of a 
forklift to retrieve these two items, and 
then reinstate the wall which had to be back 
in place that night. 

The following Monday, the last day of 
September, by 5.00 p.m. I had just got the 
last of the gantry into my trailer and the 
word came “all out” and I had to throw 
everything onto the tray of the truck and 
into the trailer and get out onto the street, 
as the new owners’ security guards took 
possession with the precision of an army. 
I had to pack everything away in the 
middle of the street, not to mention not 
being able to wash or change my incredib- 
ly dirty clothes. 

It was saved! 

It is impossible to avoid comparisons 
between the Royce crane and Rolls-Royce 
cars. One is immediately struck by all the 
bolts used on the gantry, all having square 
heads. Where the Rolls-Royce square bolt 
heads are quite shallow, the Royce heads 
are almost cube shaped. The electrical 
cables run in larger versions of the conduits 
used on the cars. The general finish is 
superior to that of other machinery of its 
type and is in line with traction engine 
practice with heavy steel and many cast 
iron components. 

Once the 3 b.h.p. traverser motor was 
removed I could move the gantry back and 
forth with my hands on the final drive. 
Similarly with the motor that drives the 
trolley (also 3 b.h.p.). When I released the 
5 b.h.p. winch motor, the weight of only 
half the hook was sufficient to start un- 
winding the winch drum, attesting to the 
good care the operators have given the 
crane over the years as well as to the superb 
workmanship that went into making a 
smooth and effortless piece of machinery 
that deserves to be preserved in perpetuity. 

During removal I was able to obtain 
permission to salvage the controllers from 
a Vaughan crane in the next bay to the 
Royce. The Vaughan has a 7 ton capacity 
and importantly is a 220 volt d.c. machine, 
so I am hoping that these controllers will 
be suitable to use in place of the lost Royce 
controllers. I’1] need some advice on this. 
Recent editions of the R.R.E.C. Bulletin 
reveal that Royce Ltd records still exist but 
are all but impossible to access at this time. 
Both Royce and Vaughan are now owned 
by another Manchester crane manufac- 
turer, Herbert Morris. For those who are 


Operating instructions for the crane and its motors, dated October 21st, 1913. 


interested there is an excellent article on 
Royce Ltd in Bulletin 216, May/June 
1996, pp.43-52. T’ll keep my fingers 
crossed that some details of the underslung 
cabin can eventually be found, together 
with details of the wiring. 

Some time between 1978 and 1990 an 
instruction board for the crane dis- 
appeared. Luckily I have a good photo- 


Maker's capacity plate. 


graph of it. With luck it may turn up in the 
future. 

The crane appears to have no number 
unless it was on the cab. The motor 
numbers are 58176 and 58177 (3 b.h.p.) 
and 61837 (5 b.h.p.). I believe the crane 
was made around 1913-1915. 

So the answer to Gavin Sandford 
Morgan’s query in P.5-95, “I wonder 


whether any other Royce cranes were 
supplied to Australia?” the answer is yes, 
at least one other. My question now is ... 
are there any more? i 


Photographs by the Author 


The gantry drive motor 


Hooper's razo. 


r-edge ‘New Look’ styling, in wh 
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particularly elegantly to a chassis of the Phantom IV's great length. 


4BP3 


PRECLARVM 


Impressions of a 1953 Phantom IV 


By Matthew A. Sysak (Pennsylvania, U.S.A.) 


Matt Sysak is a member of our Club 
(A.C.T. Branch) as well as being an active 
and prominent member of the R.R.0.C. 
Inc. (U.S.) and the B.D.C. (U.K.). He is no 
stranger to these pages and is welcomed 
back with this article on 4BP3, one of that 
most rare and elusive of all Rolls-Royce 
cars, the Phantom IV. 


There are those of us in the Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley hobby who are fortunate 
enough to have a ‘one-of-a-kind’ motor 
car. This usually consists of unique coach- 
work on a chassis of which large numbers 
(by our standards) were produced. There 
are, however, those at the top of the food 
chain who not only have unique coach- 
work, but a very rare chassis type as well. 
Such are the owners of the Phantom IVs. 


Only 18 of these chassis were ever 
produced, of which only 15 were sold new 
to customers. You had to be royalty or a 
head of state to even get an order accepted 
by the Factory. The Phantom IVs and their 
original owners are best detailed in Martin 
Bennett’s Rolls-Royce and Bentley: the 
Crewe Years, starting on page 140. 

Fortunately, two of them live near me 
in eastern Pennsylvania. Two local (within 
125 miles) collector friends are each the 
proud owner of a Phantom IV and I have 
had the pleasure of closely inspecting both 
and driving one. After the 1993 R.R.O.C. 
Annual Meet in Asheville, your Editor 
Martin Bennett and I were fortunate to be 
able to pore over 4AF12, a Hooper 
limousine originally built for the use of 
Lord Hives, Managing Director of Rolls- 


Royce Ltd, and later sold to Princess 
Marina (see P.5-93, p.2270. — Ed.) 

The second car, 4BP3, is currently 
owned by Mr Robert Shaffner, an avid 
enthusiast who is very active in the hobby 
as Chairman of the Phantom III Technical 
Society and President of the R.R.O.C. 
Foundation. He acquired 4BP3 this sum- 
mer. Upon finding out that he had 
purchased the car I telephoned him to con- 
gratulate him, whereupon he invited me to 
inspect, photograph and most importantly 
drive the car. It took no more time than that 
required for the synaptic response in my 
brain to occur before I accepted his 
generous offer. 

By way of a little background, 4BP3 
was originally built for the Prince Regent 
of Iraq and was fitted with Hooper touring 
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limousine coachwork. It still carries the 
hand enamelled number plate bearing the 
royal crest, the numeral ‘1’ in Arabic script 
and a likeness of the Prince Regent. The 
car was delivered by Hooper & Co. in 
March 1953 with body number 9891 to 
design number 8370, which is a one-off. 
According to Mr Shaffner, the car remain- 
ed in the possession of the Iraqi royal 
household until after the revolution led by 
Saddam Hussein, the current leader of 
Traq. 

After weeks of anticipation we finally 
coordinated our schedules for late Sept- 
ember. I decided that inasmuch as 4BP3 
has a Hooper ‘New Look’ (still often 
erroneously termed ‘Empress Line’) body, 
I would drive my 1949 short chassis Silver 
Wraith (WGC16) with the prototype ‘New 
Look’ coachwork (see P.3-92 front cover 
photo and article) for a side-by-side com- 
parison. 

Upon first seeing 4BP3 the initial 
impression is one of size. It is absolutely 
one of the largest cars I have ever seen. 
Yet, the design has been so skilfully 
executed that there is no sense of dis- 
proportionate bulk for the sake of sheer 
size, but more a tasteful design accom- 
modating the massive chassis as well as the 
requirements of the owner. It is yet another 
testament to the excellent eye and superb 
taste of Osmond Rivers, Chief Designer at 
Hooper & Co. at the time. 

When I looked at the photographs of 
my Silver Wraith, itself no small car, next 
to the Phantom IV it was easy to see why 
Phantom IVs are sometimes referred to as 
‘Silver Wraiths on steroids’. It is longer, 
wider, taller, heavier —- and more 


2853 


powerful. 

4BP3 is remarkably original, with a 
mileage from new of only 38,000. The 
exterior colours are black wings and above 
the waist line, with pale grey on the side 
panels in between. It was originally all 
black. There is a pin-stripe on either side 
of the chromium trim along the raised 
waist rail in a medium blue, matching the 
color of the hides. The paintwork is partly 
original but has, out of necessity owing to 
the tremendous variety of climates the cel- 
lulose has been subjected to, been repaired 
in places over the years. The workmanship 
has been first rate, however. The condition 
of the coachwork is excellent and com- 
pletely original. This is to be expected with 
the car having been either in royal service 
or tucked away in the collections of several 
enthusiasts since its liberation from Iraq. 

The remainder of the exterior is all 
original and in excellent condition with the 
exception of the driving lamp lenses which 
Mr Shaffner will be correcting in short 
order. One very interesting feature is the 
spats over the rear wheel arches. They are 
mounted on an extremely clever double- 
jointed pivot system. After lifting a piece 
of chrome trim at the front of the spat, one 
inserts a carriage key into the slot for a 
quarter turn to undo the lock. A gentle pull 
at the bottom of the spat brings it away 
from the body, swivelling it up and back 
towards the rear of the car while at the 
same time rotating the large front of the 
spat up and away from the opening so as 
to allow complete access to the wheel. A 
gentle push down and in towards the wheel 
opening replaces the spat which then locks 
in place with a quarter turn of the key. A 


very tidy and ingenious system and a super 
bit of engineering. 

Upon entering the car the first impres- 
sion is one of enormous volume. Not only 
is there generous seat width but the height 
and depth of the rear compartment add to 
the voluminous feeling. Half the popula- 
tion of a small Third-world country could 
take up residence there, or so it seems. 

The interior is all original with the 
leather, carpet, over-carpet and trim being 
coloured a shade of medium blue. The 
seats have obviously had great care over 
the years, remaining soft and supple and 
showing virtually no wear. The wood trim 
is as new. Sadly, the original headliner, 
which is in otherwise excellent condition, 
has suffered numerous moth holes and 
may be replaced by Mr Shaffner. 

The car is fitted with Sundym glass all 
round which makes sense in light of the 
climate of the original owner’s country. 
All of the windows as well as the division 
are electrically operated. There is a cabinet 
built into the back of the division but as the 
Prince Regent was a devout Muslim there 
is no provision for glasses or decanters. A 
radio is fitted in the top of the cabinet. 
Inasmuch as the coachwork is described as 
a touring limousine, there is only one 
occasional seat, on the off-side facing the 
centre of the car. There are two folding tray 
tables at either side of the top of the 
cabinet. The rear seat has adjustments for 
both height and fore/aft positions, as well 
as for the seat backs. 

The chauffeur’s compartment is stand- 
ard Silver Wraith and is instantly 
recognisable as such — again except for 
the width and height. The seat is slightly 


4BP3: the car's frontal aspect, which looks like that of a Silver Wraith except that the bonnet is longer to accommodate the straight-eight engine, 
and the ingenious pivoting rear spat arrangement. 
e) 


—— 


ep 


Owner Bob Shaffner with 4BP3. Being a big ma 
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tends to take away from the impression of great size that this huge car otherwise creates. 


adjustable fore and aft but the space be- 
tween the steering wheel and the seat back 
is not well suited to persons of ample girth. 
So as to have the maximum amount of 
room Mr Shaffner has moved the seat back 
as far as is mechanically possible, but it 
would be impossible to gain any additional 
space without major work to modify the 
position of the division. 

The boot is all original and still has the 


4BP3: the rear seat is fully adjustable includ- 
ing individually adjustable squabs, one of 
which is shown upright, the other reclined. 
The release lever for this can be seen in the 
side armrest below the ashtray. 


original factory-mounted spare tyre. It is 
the only area of the car that does not give 
the impression of being over-sized. This is 
due primarily to the enormity of the rear 
passenger compartment which encroaches 
rather far back into the boot area, and to the 
spare wheel which sits under a cover in the 
middle of the boot floor. The spare tyre is 
an enormous 8.00 x 17 Dunlop Fort ‘C’ 
and seemingly weighs a ton as I found 
when I removed it to photograph the road 
tool compartment underneath. All of the 
original road and hand tools are still with 
the car, as is the handbook. The handbook 
would be quite acomplement to the collec- 
tion of any Rolls-Royce publications 
collector! 


in, having Bob stand alongside the Phantom IV 


PRECLARVM 


The engine compartment is another 
commodious statement. To work under the 
bonnet would require a small step-ladder 
to get up and over the high, wide wings and 
the high valence. Again, the engine com- 
partment is almost pure Silver Wraith with 
the exception of those two extra cylinders, 
the distributor, exhaust manifolds and the 
oil-bath air cleaner not normally fitted to 
an early post-war car (except for export to 
dusty areas — my Silver Wraith WHD101 
has this feature. — Ed.). The carburetter is 
the same as on my Silver Wraith, namely 
a Stromberg type AAV-26. Again, the 
engine and compartment are in excellent 
condition and want only for a very minor 
tidying up. 

The highlight of the visit came after all 
the inspecting and photography. I now got 
to drive this interesting piece of motoring 
history. She starts just like any Silver 
Wraith but one very quickly notices the 
different exhaust note. Forgive the com- 
parison but as the former owner of many 
straight-eight Buicks, the tone was un- 
mistakable. A very soft and smooth purr. 
There is no other engine configuration that 
sounds like it. It is perhaps the pleasantest 
internal combustion exhaust sound ever. 

Once she was warm and off the auto- 
matic choke, she ticked over as one would 
expect and was stone silent. I climbed 
(well, more like wedged myself) behind 
the wheel, depressed the clutch, engaged 
first, and off we went. Again, the feel is 
much like a Silver Wraith. Even though 
there are two extra cylinders with the 
added horsepower and torque, one needs 


4BP3: the luxurious rear compartment, tray tables stowed and single sideways-facing occasional 
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to bear in mind that this is a very large and 
heavy automobile. The extra weight and 
the extra power simply cancel each other 
out in the car’s performance. 

The non-assisted steering and gearbox 
are, again, very much like those of the 
Silver Wraith, being very smooth and re- 
quiring little effort. Upshifts were made 
very quickly, and you can be in top gear at 
15-20 m.p.h. and on level road you can just 
leave it there. I don’t know whether it was 
psychological or real, but there is a feeling 
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of great bulk and weight — in absolute 
silence mind you but there is definitely a 
ponderous quality to the drive, although 
the car’s road manners are impeccable. 
One can’t help having Queen Mary-ish 
thoughts when driving this car, such is its 
presence on the road. We did not take the 
car onto any major highways but she 
accelerated effortlessly up to 50 m.p.h., 
which was as fast as I took her. Not a drag 
racer, but with an excellent performance 
given her size, weight, age and original 


purpose. One quickly assumes a ‘regal’ 
driving mode when behind the wheel of 
this car so that the car is never pushed 
anywhere near the outer limits of its 
capabilities. 

The brakes were perfectly fine for the 
type of driving we did and never seemed 
to be less than up to their task. Very smooth 
and effortless with the fine Rolls-Royce 
mechanical servo. All in all, a wonderful 
drive and we returned her to the safety of 
her garage. 


Technical Specification, 4BP3 (1953 Phantom IV) 


ENGINE 


Eight cylinders in line. Bore 314" (89 m.m.), 
stroke 4%" (114 m.m.), cubic capacity 
5,675 c.c. Compression ratio 6.4:1. 


Cylinder block/Crankcase 


lron monobloc casting with pressed-in 30% 
chrome iron liners at tops of bores. 


Crankshaft 


1% chrome molybdenum steel (EN.19) 
nitrided. Bolt-on balance weights. Nine 
copper-lead-indium main bearings. 

External rubber tuned harmonic balancer. 


Pistons 


Aluminium alloy (RR.53) tin plated. Gran- 
odised piston rings, one compression, one 
L-section and one slotted oil control ring. 


Cylinder head 


Aluminium alloy (RR.50) with inserted valve 
seats. 


Valve gear 


Overhead inlet, side exhaust vaives. 
Exhaust valves in KE.965. Stellite coated 
seats and tips. Camshaft driven by helical 
gears, six bearings. 


Carburetter 


Stromberg type AAV-26 dual downdraught 
carburetter with accelerator pump and 
automatic choke. Water-heated hot spot. Oil 
bath type air cleaner. 


Ignition system 


Ignition by high tension coil and Delco- 
Remy distributor with twin contact breaker 
points. Spare coil fitted for emergency use. 
Firing order 1,6,2,5,8,3,7,4 


Lubrication system 


Helical gear oil pump in crankcase driven 
by skew gear from camshaft. Floating oil 
intake in sump incorporating gauze strainer. 
By-pass filter on side of cylinder block. 


Pressure relief valve incorporating high and 
low pressure feeds. High pressure to the 
main and big-end bearings and camshaft 
bearings, low pressure to valve gear and 
timing gears. Sump capacity 18 pints (2.7 
U.S. gallons, 10 litres). 


Cooling system 

Radiator shutters controlled by thermostat 
in header tank. Auxiliary thermostat in 
cylinder head to give quickest possible 
warm-up from cold. Belt driven centrifugal 
coolant pump and fan. 


CHASSIS 


Overall length 19° 114" (5,829 m.m.) 
Wheelbase 12’ 1° (3,683 m.m.) 
Front track 4’ 10%" (1,486 m.m.) 
Rear track 5’ 3° (1,600 m.m.) 
Chassis weight 3,304 Ib. (1,499 kg.) 


Frame 


Channel section frame of riveted construc- 
tion with cruciform centre bracing and 
crossmembers. Box section pan to support 
front suspension components. Wilmot 
Breeden heavy export type bumpers and 
overriders. 


Suspension 


Front: independent by coil springs and 
rubber bushed wishbones, double acting 
hydraulic dampers and anti-roll bar. Rear: 
semi-elliptic leaf springs protected by 
leather gaiters, controllable hydraulic 
dampers by an oil pump mounted on the 
gearbox and an overriding control on the 
steering wheel boss. 


Steering 


Maries type cam and roller. Fore and aft 
side steering tube (drag link) to centre steer- 
ing lever pivoted on front chassis cross 
member and two-piece cross steering tube 
(track rod). Turns lock to lock, 3%. Right- 
hand steering. 


Transmission 


Four forward speeds and reverse. Right- 
hand change. Synchromesh on second, 
third and top gears. 

Ratios: Top 1:1, Third 1.343:1, Second 
2.02:1, First 2.985:1, Reverse 3.15:1. 
Single dry-plate clutch. 

Two-piece propeller shaft with needle roller 
bearing universal joints and centre bearing. 
Rear axle: semi-floating type with hypoid 
gears. Ratio, 4.25:1. 


Brakes 
Hydraulic front, mechanical rear. Operation 


by means of friction disc servo on the offside 
of the gearbox, which applies the front 
brakes through a Lockheed master cylinder 
and assists the application of the rear 
brakes. Handbrake on rear wheels by pull- 
out handle under right side of fascia through 
a cable and mechanical linkage. 


Exhaust system 


Twin pipe system with four lagged expan- 
sion boxes and single tail pipe. 


Centralised lubrication system 


All bearings in the steering and suspension 
systems, including the rear spring main leaf 
and shackles, fed with oil from a reservoir 
and pump mounted on the bulkhead in the 
engine compartment. Pump operated by a 
pedal under the fascia. 


Fuel system 


Rear mounted petrol tank with filler neck on 
left side of the car, capacity 23 gallons (27.6 
U.S. gallons, 104.5 litres). 

S.U. dual fuel pump set mounted in chassis 
frame. Filter between tank and pumps. 


Electrical system 


12 voit positive earth system with 78 
amp/hour battery. Lucas Special Equip- 
ment dynamo and starter motor with reduc- 
tion gearing and gentle-engagement 
pinion. Lucas R.100 headlamps. Twin 
Lucas fog lamps. Radiomobile radio with 
push-button tuning and two speakers. 
Electrically operated windows and division. 


Other accessories 


Trico vacuum operated windscreen wash- 
ing equipment. 


Road wheels and tyres 


17 inch steel disc wheels with semi-drop 
centre rims, on ten studs, carrying 8.00 x 17 
Dunlop Fort 'C’ tyres. Ace ‘Super Silent’ 
discs. Spare wheel in boot. 

Tyre pressures (cold): 28 !b./sq. in. front, 36 
Ib./sq. in. rear. 


COACHWORK 


Coachbuilder: Hooper & Co. 

Body style: ‘New Look’ touring limousine. 
Body number: 9891. 

Design number: 8370. 


Specification comniled by Martin Bennett. 


My analysis of the many collector cars 
of all types that I have had the pleasure of 
driving boils down to one major factor: 
how they would be as ‘touring’ cars. In the 
case of 4BP3, save for the petrol costs, it 
would make an excellent car to tour with. 
There is one proviso, which applies equal- 
ly to many pre-war formal cars, and that is 
that one would need to fit behind the 
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48P3: the straight-eight engine. Note the oil-bath air cleaner, fitted for dusty countries. Silver Wraith and Silver Dawn owners will notice similarities. 


wheel! Other than that, there is ample room 
in 4BP3 and its driving qualities, mechani- 
cal dependability and comfort would make 
for very enjoyable long distance travel. 

Although the car was designed primari- 
ly for slow, formal state occasions, the 
flexibility offered by the chassis and 
coachwork affords the owner the best of 
both worlds. 


PRAECLARVM 


Mr Shaffner intends driving 4BP3 to 
the R.R.O.C. Inc. Annual Meet in south- 
western Virginia scheduled for July 
21st-26th, 1997. Those of you who can 
attend will see her there and be able to 
view a true ne plus ultra motor car. Silver 
Wraith on steroids, indeed! y 


Photographs by the Author 


4BP3 as originally delivered to the Prince Regent of Iraq. Along with the other Iraqi Phantom IV, 4BP1, it was driven from London to Marseilles 
then shipped to Iraq in time for the King's coronation in May 1953. 


Photograph © Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 
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starting as a premium apprentice in 1928. 
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Recollections of Styling 


Bill Allen worked in coachbuilding all his 
working life except during World War II 
when he worked on propulsion and 
suspension systems for tanks. After the 
War he worked under Ivan Evernden at 
Belper until John Blatchley was appointed 
Chief of the newly formed Styling Depart- 
ment, after which he became Mr 
Blatchley's assistant at Crewe. He retired 
in 1977 and still lives in Crewe. 


When contemplating a career my main 
interest was ‘Art in Industry’, especially if 
it was related to an engineering product. 

At the age of 16, in 1928, and accom- 
panied by my father, we had an interview 
with the Secretary, followed by a tour 
around the premises of Arthur Mulliner 
Ltd, High-Class Coachbuilders of North- 
ampton, which was also my home town. 

We saw very skilled craftsmen produc- 
ing beautiful results in metal, wood, 
leather and paint; even the various smells 
were entirely pleasing. 


1928 - 1977 


By W. G. Allen (U.K.) © 1995 


A vacancy for a Premium Apprentice 
was available at that time, in the Drawing 
Office, and it is no exaggeration to say that 
I entered these premises as a schoolboy 
and left with the firm idea that coachbuild- 
ing would be my career. 

I was fortunate to be chosen to fill the 
vacancy, starting at 10 shillings (£0.50p) 
per week. On one Saturday every year I 
was released in order to see the Motor 
Show at Olympia — at my own expense 
of course! 

The number of different types of motor 
bodies ordered in those days was greater 
than is required now. They were mounted 
on a variety of the more expensive chassis 
including the Rolls-Royce Phantom I and 
20 h.p. types, so my acquaintance with 
these Derby products actually began in 
1928. 

Occasionally, during the early days of 
my apprenticeship, I was encouraged to 
design the side view of acomplete car until 
I eventually understood what was meant 


by ‘a good line’ and ‘balanced prop- 
ortions’. 

At first, all that was currently accept- 
able in car body design was followed but, 
as experience grew, one feature became a 
favourite of mine — the Chariot Mould- 
ing. 

The Institute of British Carriage and 
Automobile Manufacturers sent details to 
me of their annual Drawing Competitions 
which were duly entered, at first without 
success, but I was invited to become a 
Graduate in 1932. The IBCAM was also a 
clearing house where members who 
wanted jobs were able to be put in touch 
with firms seeking employees. This 
system was invaluable to me when moving 
to The Rover Company in January 1934, 
and later when joining Rolls-Royce Ltd in 
August 1935. 

In the period 1928 to 1939 the maker of 
the chassis would also supply a radiator 
and bonnet while the coachbuilder would 
provide the body, wings and running 
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By means of this quarter-scale model of the front of the post-war Silver Wraith, the Company 


was able to control the important relationship of radiator shell, headlamps, centre lamp and horn 
grilles, which coachbuilders were required to position exactly as shown. This was the first time 
Rolls-Royce had used a form of sculpture to determine surface shapes. It was styled by Bill Allen 


using grey Plasticene, 1946. 


boards plus the mounting for a visible 
spare wheel. 

The coachbuilder would submit to his 
client a scale drawing showing the side and 
plan views of the proposed car plus the 
specification for the coachwork. This was 
sufficient for the appearance to be fully 
evaluated because, in those days, there was 
no integration of the major components. 
When the order was obtained a full-size 
drawing would be produced for the works. 

Generally speaking our customers 
were, and still are, very conservative 
people — in the non-political sense of 
course —- who could appreciate flowing 
lines and simple styles. 

Major changes to the overall appear- 
ance of a car were often the result of 
technical improvements such as sealed 
beam headlights, curved safety glass and 
improved metallurgy for thin sheet metal. 

The IBCAM system introduced me to 
Rolls-Royce when my ambition really was 
to join a London coachbuilder. The inter- 
view took place with Mr H.I.F. Evernden 
{Ev) who eventually chose me to go to 
Derby as a designer, initially to investigate 
chassis features which appeared to conflict 
with coachbuilders’ requirements. 

Without any desire to criticise the cond- 
itions or personnel at Mulliners or Rovers, 
coming to Nightingale Road in 1935 could 
be likened to entering ‘Paradise’! 

Apart from having read in a newspaper 


in 1933 that Sir Henry Royce had died, my 
knowledge of him otherwise was rather 
limited. This was soon rectified by Ev and 
all those around me who had worked with 
him for years at West Wittering and other 
places. Not only was Sir Henry a genius in 
his own sphere, but he set very detailed 
standards for all the draughtsmen’s work 
and, I suspect, for their behaviour too. 

My first design drawing was instantly 
condemned because the lettering was “too 
much like an architect’s”. Figures, as well 
as lettering, had to be of a particular size 
and style. At the age of 23 it was a strange 
experience for me to be compelled to write 
out the alphabet and number | to 10 row 
after row until Ev was satisfied that my 
work would conform. 

To my surprise I found that as a new- 
comer and junior I was addressed as “Mr 
Allen” by everyone. No-one used Christ- 
ian names in those days — especially when 
talking to the female staff — whilst anyone 
in authority was always “‘Sir”. This was all 
part of the special, and perhaps unique 
atmosphere to be found in the Design 
Office when working for Rolls-Royce. It 
was summed up neatly by Sir Henry’s 
motto “whatever is rightly done, however 
humble, is noble”. 

Sir Henry’s guidance continued to in- 
fluence design work in that there was 
always time in which to complete a job 
properly. This allowed designers to use 
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their imaginations and even inspiration to 
the fullest extent. The effect of constantly 
striving for the best solution was exhilarat- 
ing and tended to keep everyone on their 
toes. 

Above every drawing board were two 
light fittings with 100 watt bulbs, but there 
was an unusual inscription on them. One 
day my curiosity was aroused, I stood on 
my chair and was surprised to read Stolen 
from Rolls-Royce — so they even had 
thieves in ‘Paradise’! 

In 1937 the Derby Evening Telegraph 
reported that Rolls-Royce had bought and 
refurbished Duffield Bank House as a 
guest house for Directors and V.I.P. 
visitors to the Company. One morning 
‘soon afterwards, a voice at my side said 
“Mr Allen, would you like to work for me 
at Duffield Bank House for a few days?” 
It was Mr A.G. Elliott (E) speaking, and 
who took me out to Duffield Bank House 
that afternoon with a short diversion via 
Quarndon so that he could point out to me 
the house where Sir Henry had lived. 

Sir Henry had a central heating system 
installed, no doubt to his own design, and 
had sketched out the run of the pipes on the 
roof timbers as a guide to the plumber. The 
sketches were still there. 

Mr Elliott and Mr W.A. Robotham 
(Rm) had just returned from a visit to the 
U.S.A. motor car industry and needed to 
write a report away from telephones and 
other distractions at Nightingale Road. E 
and Rm were the Chief Designer and the 
Chief of Motor Car Experimental and 
Development Departments respectively. 
Already at Duffield Bank House was Mr 
John Draper (JD), a senior designer, and 
our job was to prepare the drawings which 
were to illustrate the report. Our work 
jasted about two weeks, including a day off 
for the Coronation. 

Although I never read the completed 
report, a part of it was intended to set out 
ways in which some rationalisation of our 
three types of chassis could be achieved. 
These were the Phantom Il, the 25/30 h.p. 
and the Bentley. ‘Wraith III’, introduced in 
1938 as the Wraith, was then under 
development and the Bentley was shortly 
to be redesigned under the title ‘Bentley 3’. 

John and I worked in one of the top 
floor bedrooms, temporarily devoid of the 
normal furniture, with a splendid view 
over the Derwent Valley. Coffee and bis- 
cuits mid-morning were served by the 
butler! 50 years later, accompanied by my 
wife, we were given a tour of Duffield 
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Bank House, including that top floor 
bedroom, but the view was rather 
Testricted due to the surprising growth of 
all the trees during the intervening period. 

Reading the alarming reports of 
Hitler’s activities I felt compelled to ask 
my father if he thought another war was 
coming. His reply was reassuring for he 
said that the Germans were like us in 
temperament and would rid themselves of 
that clown Hitler before he did much more 
damage. Alas he was wrong. 

About this time I changed my Derby 
lodgings in order to be nearer to the Wel- 
fare Ground. An Aircraft Inspection 
Department man was also there and 
mentioned that on the following day he 
and his colleagues would see all the com- 
ponent parts of a Merlin engine set out on 
tables for their inspection and education. 
When we met afterwards he was aghast. In 
the end he said “Bill, if we ever have to go 
to war with Merlin engines, God help us! 
They are so complicated with a much 
greater number of parts than a Kestrel”. He 
was wrong too, but it was a good thing that 
he was. 

When war did break out, our experi- 
mental cars with Bentley front ends were 
favoured, due to their being less con- 
spicuous to the public than a Rolls-Royce. 
By order they were painted a dismal matt 
green almost all over. They were often 
used when visiting armed service estab- 
lishments, and the sight of the Bentley 
radiator shell and shutters reflecting the 
sunshine brought instant anger from our 
hosts. More matt green was applied and I 
went on record as saying “In my opinion, 
it is an improvement”. Only in recent years 
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has the painting of the radiator shell been 
adopted for Bentley production cars and I 
still like the effect. 

The use of these experimental cars on 
legitimate journeys related to our war 
work became a long term asset, because 
they represented the earliest stages in the 
rationalised chassis programme. A Rolls- 
Royce limousine, completed early in 1939 
with a Park Ward body and a straight-eight 
rationalised engine, was known as ‘Big 
Bertha’. It was the forerunner of the 
Phantom IV. 

During the last few pre-war years Ev 
was convinced that a stronger body struc- 
ture would be required, but could the 
various coachbuilders rise to the chal- 
lenge? Park Ward & Co. were very co- 
operative and some pioneering work with 
bendable steel tubes, brazed together, was 
considered. Obviously, this work had to 
close down when the war began. 

When the war ended a far-reaching 
decision was made in favour of an all-steel 
saloon body. The order for it was awarded 
to the Pressed Steel Co. of Oxford. It was 
an enormous gamble for Rolls-Royce to 
offer their customers a complete car for the 
first time, in addition to the fact that the 
body style could not be changed for a few 
years due to the cost of the dies. Ev took 
on the responsibility of designing the ex- 
ternal appearance, or styling, of this car. 
He decided, rightly, that a no-risk policy 
was the correct one and this rather orth- 
odox looking car was only produced as a 
Bentley at first. Later, a Rolls-Royce ver- 
sion was added to the range and named 
Silver Dawn. In 1952 the boot was en- 
larged. 


To satisfy customers who still required 
a bigger car Rolls-Royce also built a larger 
chassis named Silver Wraith, which also 
helped to keep surviving coachbuilders 
afloat. 

I obtained Ev’s permission to make 
scale models, one quarter full size, of the 
Bentley and Silver Wraith front ends using 
Plasticene for all the panel surfaces. The 
important frontal aspect of these cars was 
therefore controlled by Rolls-Royce and 
the models were duly completed and 
approved before the drawings were ready. 
This was one of the earliest examples of 
modelling coming to the aid of drawings 
at Rolls-Royce, plus the realisation that the 
outer surfaces of motor cars were now 
becoming sculptures. Plasticene was not 
the ideal material to use because it con- 
tained oil which eventually rose to the 
surface and marked it badly. We under- 
stood that a brown coloured wax was used 
in America where modelling of this type 
was now a normal design function, and 
some was obtained for our future use. 

The first post-war international motor 
show in Europe was held in Paris in 1947 
and two of us were allowed to go at the 
Company’s expense. During the next 
thirty years, until my retirement, several 
visits were made to the Paris, Geneva and 
Turin Shows, in addition to Earls Court of 
course. 

Undoubtedly our management were 
enlightened over Motor Show visits, 
where one could usually see other people’s 
solutions to some of our own problems, but 
above all it was possible to receive a boost 
to one’s own education in car styling. For 
instance, I could study some other 


Quarter-scale mogel in dental plaster taken from the original wax model of the Bentley S-Type (also Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud). Styled by Chief 


Styling Engineer John Blatchley, late 1951. 
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Bill Alen working on the quarter-scale wax, or ‘clay’ model of the Park Ward Phantom v limousine, 
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design number 980. He is seen here taking templates from the surfaces which were then 
transferred to a drawing. Two different front wings are seen on the model — one domed with 
the sidelamp in the top, the other with a pronounced ridge, of which the latter was eventually 
decided upon with the sidelamp in the nose of the wing. Note the ‘measuring bridge’ in use here. 


manufacturer’s new car and, if I liked its 
appearance, I would ask myself “why?”. 
Just as everyone’s handwriting differs, so 
does everyone’s concept of what the 
sculptured shape of the exterior of the car 
body should look like. 

It must never be thought that we would 
go to a Show to deliberately copy other 
people’s work; to do so would have let our 
Firm down. What we had to do mainly was 
to observe trends. In the end it was possible 
to decide in advance what future trends 


would be widely adopted, but never to be 
trend-setters ourselves — our customers 
would not approve. 

There were at times unusual incidents 
at some of the foreign Shows as a result of 
our limited knowledge of the local lan- 
guage. The one recounted here will have 
to suffice. At Paris in 1948 the Delage 
stand was close to the main entrance, the 
Delage being the prestige marque of 
France. They had a new car which was 
exhibited on a slowly revolving turntable 


Information taken from the wax model, and much other data besides, was all brought together 


on the type of drawing Bill Allen is shown working on here. 
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and when we were there the crowd was 
three or four deep ali day. Consequently, 
in order to get a better iook, we decided to 
arrive next day as soon as the dust-sheets 
were removed. 

When we arrived we were promptly 
immersed in our note-taking about the fea- 
tures of the car and oblivious to all else. A 
young man spoke to us rapidly in French. 
We had no idea what he was saying and 
were quite pleased when he departed. It 
seemed odd to me that by this time no thers 
were crowding around us as they would 
have been the previous day. At that 
moment, a larger and older Frenchman 
began talking to us agressively and, 
without understanding the words, I sensed 
that he wanted us to turn around. I men- 
tioned this to my colleague and we both did 
in fact turn around and had a severe shock. 
From the main entrance to where we were 
standing two lines of Presidential Guards 
were in position, for the President of 
France was due at any moment! 

We immediately slunk away and it is 
just possible that we had a mention, even 
a photograph, in the Paris evening papers. 
If we did, then our Paris staff said nothing 
about it, perhaps to save us from further 
embarrassment! 

Back at Belper an interesting period 
now followed when Princess Elizabeth and 
the Duke of Edinburgh ordered a Rolls- 
Royce limousine which became the first of 
the Phantom IV series. The coachwork was 
built by H.J. Mulliner. 

At about the same time General Franco 
ordered two Phantom IV limousines with 
bullet-proof armour and glass, also a 
cabriolet. The coachbuilder was to be H.J. 
Mulliner, but Ev was responsible for the 
design of the protective features on behalf 
of Rolls-Royce, with the Spanish Army 
checking everything on behalf of General 
Franco. 

Ev consulted the English Steel Corp- 
oration and Triplex whilst I became 
involved through my hobby of shooting 
long distances at targets, with a specially 
prepared .303 ‘Short Magazine Lee 
Enfield’ rifle. Our headquarters, Clan 
Foundry on the southern edge of Belper, 
was well situated because there was a rifle 
range at Wyver Lane, close to the northern 
edge of the town. 

Armour and glass samples began to 
arrive, the range was booked and I shot 
holes straight through everything sub- 
mitted to us. Although I derived some 
pleasure from this, a serious situation was 
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Se Te xu: § 
he Phantom V as it came to fruition in 1959, with design number 980 limousine coachwork built by Park Ward and Co. 


beginning to develop. Indeed, we were not 
very pleased to receive a piece of armour 
from Spain with the news that their assas- 
sins were in the habit of using Mauser 
rifles. Our friend at E.S.C. informed Ev 
that they had several marks of Mauser 
rifles plus ammunition and that the muzzle 
velocity of all Mausers was greater than 
my S.M.L.E. rifle. This was the one factor 
that could spell the success or failure of our 
samples. 

As the armour sample from Spain 
looked deceptively thin I was allowed to 
fire at it on the range to see if my equip- 
ment could make an impression on it. 
Unfortunately it could not; it could be said 
that I retired hurt! 

In due course E.S.C. produced some 
improved armour and triplex some im- 
proved glass; the range was booked for 
June 27th 1949 and our E.S.C. friend 
brought the Mauser rifles and ammunition 
along in his car. This happened to be the 
very day when Princess Elizabeth and the 
Duke of Edinburgh were visiting Derby. 
What we didn’t know at first is that they 
intended to travel by road to Derby from 
Chatsworth and would go right through 
belper and past Clan Foundry. So whilst 
we were loading armour and glass samples 
into the boot of our Rolls-Royce limousine 
— ‘Big Bertha’ I think — and placing the 
Mauser rifles and ammunition on the rear 
floor, Belper was coming to a standstill 
with flags flying everywhere and crowds 
lining the route. Ev included me in the 
party because I had been ‘in from the start’, 
which was very thoughtful of him. 

Just before we were due to leave, Ev 
decided to rush into the Ambulance Room 
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to borrow a grey blanket with which he 
covered over all the rifles. Our little party 
consisted of Ev driving, the E.S.C. man 
next to him, whilst I was in the rear com- 
partment with old Monty, one of our 
labourers. 

AS we merged onto the main road we 
were stopped by the police saying the road 
had just been closed. Ev asked if an excep- 
tion could be made as we were turning off 
into Wyver Lane and with that, we were 
allowed through. 

It was an uncanny experience to ride in 
this imposing limousine with nothing else 
moving, past crowds lining both sides of 
the road. The trouble was that I knew 
several people in the crowds and they were 
quite puzzled by our presence, but we duly 
turned left at Wyver Lane without meeting 


Royalty head-on! 

Another important year was 1951, be- 
cause Mr John Blatchley (JPB) was 
appointed Chief Stylist and his first job 
was centred upon a new standard saloon. 
This time we were to emulate the 
Americans and to style the exterior of the 
car by the construction of a wax model. 

My contribution, while we were still at 
Belper, was to design a modelling table 
and, for want of a better name, a measuring 
bridge. The table was almost right first 
time, but the bridge had to be modified in 
the light of experienced obtained when 
using it. 

In September 1951 the Styling Staff 
were among the last of the Car personnel 
to move to Crewe, where we set up shop 
in temporary accommodation. It had been 


The Styling Department display at one of the Rolls-Royce Open Days. Martin Bourne is 
demonstrating the shaping of the wax surface and the various tools used, on the Silver Shadow 
quarter-scale model. 


Quarter-scale wax model of the Silver Shadow two-door saloon, design number 3010, as shaped 
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by BillAllen, 1964. Strong elements of Chief Styling Engineer John Blatchley’s Silver Cloud styling 
found their way into this superlative design which, with many engineering improvements, was 
marketed as the Corniche from 1971. Note the Chief Stylist’s initials on the number plate. 


decided not to commence work on the 
actual model until we had moved to Crewe. 

The working surface of the modelling 
table was a large Duralumin panel about 
Y4" thick, upon which the Toolroom had 
scribed 2/2" squares — representing 10" 
on the actual car — and these were also 
applied to the bridge above the horizontal 
datum line of the chassis. 

Our woodwork department supplied us 
with supports so that daylight could be 
seen under the model. A long box extended 
from front to rear of the model below waist 
level, and a shorter box filled in some of 
the volume beneath the window surfaces 
and roof. Balsa wood was used to fill the 
space between the flat surfaces of the 
boxes and an estimated curved surface just 
below the likely exterior shape of the car 
model. 

As received, the wax was in hard 
blockes which had to be hacked into pieces 
and warmed gently in an oven. We always 
had difficulty in controlling the heat and 
were relieved when all the wax had been 
applied. 

The only suitable tools with which to 
carve the wax, now cold, were commercial 
paint scrapers, and if any part of the model 
surface became too low more hot wax 
could be added very easily. We thought 
that a crisis had occurred when we returned 
from the Christmas holiday in 1951 and 
found large cracks in the wax surface; for- 
tunately they disappeared when the central 
heating was turned on and the office 
warmed up. 

As JPB scraped the wax, so his styling 
theme began to emerge. It was one which 
appealed to our customers for several 


years. 

Unfortunately the wax surface could 
easily be damaged so we took the unusual 
step of using the model as a pattern in a 
mould and making another model of this 
car in dental plaster, and by this method we 
had a hard external surface for the first 
time. It ought to be mentioned that this 
process was not carried out ‘in-house’. 

By this time the integration of external 
bodywork features was a trend which 
could not be ignored. 

The name Silver Cloud was given to 
this car when it went into production in 
1955. A 4" longer wheelbase version was 
also produced from 1957, the extra length 
being located between the front and rear 
seats. External changes made in 1962 were 
twin headlamps and a lower radiator shell 
which lowered the front of the bonnet. At 
the same time, some important mechanical 
improvements were introduced. 

The next standard saloon was notable 
for the elimination of the chassis frame 
altogether, which enabled us to have a 
lower floor in the rear compartment, 
provided we agreed to accept footwells in 
the rear floor — a new development on a 
Rolls-Royce car. 

Integration of the external surfaces had 
become such a universal trend that the 
sides of this car looked featureless. Our 
colleagues noticed this in the preliminary 
sketches and called it a “slab-sided style”. 
Were they condemning it with faint praise? 
If so, what would our customers think? 
This aspect of the job worried us, but we 
were given more time than we had ex- 
pected to complete it. When the usual 
14-scale wax model was finished, the over- 
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all effect of the external styling became 
quite acceptable. In production, this car 
was named Silver Shadow. 

All these standard saloons were 
designed to take a two-colour paint scheme 
if required but, in addition, this car was 
able to have its roof and quarters finished 
in ‘Everflex’. This material had an attrac- 
tive texture and was available in various 
colours, providing customers with an even 
wider choice. 

The Silver Shadow was also produced, 
from 1969, with a 4" longer body. The wax 
model was used as a pattern so that copies 
could be available but, as dental plaster 
was so heavy, fibre-glass was used this 
time. Our wax models, and later on the 
fibre-glass replicas, were a valuable means 
of showing the Directors and Sales Staff a 
good impression of our proposals well 
before any full-size mock-up became 
available. 

We did not attempt to make see- 
through models — using perspex windows 
— for this refinement would have made 
any any alteration to the roof and window 
areas much more difficult to accomplish. 

Ihave frequently referred to the exter- 
nal surfaces due to my close involvement 
with them, but the interior styling, espe- 
cially the arrangement of the controls, had 
an equal importance. In keeping with the 
Rolls-Royce tradition, even the most 
minor control or switch had to be designed 
and built so that its operation, or ‘feel’, was 
commensurate with the quality of the car. 

Some time during the period 1963-64, 
a two-door saloon design was required for 
the coming Silver Shadow. In due course 
the wood foundation for our styling work 
was in place on one of the modelling tables 
and all the wax likely to be needed was in 
position ready for John to begin to carve it 
next day. Completely ‘out of the blue’, the 
opportunity arose for me to style this car. 
John mentioned that his wife was ill with 
influenza and he thought that he had 
caught it too. He would be unable to work 
the next day so I might as well start the 
carving process. In the event, due to illness 
and other circumstances, John was absent 
from the office for about six weeks al- 
together. 

When John returned my work had been 
completed. Without any alteration he 
approved the Saloon version that day. 

About two years elapsed before 
production cars appeared and in the mean- 
time Mulliner Park Ward had designed and 
built a drophead version without alteration 
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Limousine. Provect- PHantom YI 


In 1966 it was proposed that the future Phantom V! would have a new, lower chassis with a huge 155° wheelbase. The drawing at top left shows 
the original body design proposal, while the lower drawing shows the rear extended to accommodate leaf-spring rear suspension. This project 
never materialised and in the event when the Phantom VI appeared at the end of 1968 it was merely a slightly revamped Phantom V. At right we 
see Bill Allen's styling proposal for the ‘Beta’ project. This was a proposed 14612" wheelbase monocoque Phantom VII which was also cancelled. 


to the outer surfaces below waist level. 

The name Corniche was given to these 
coachbuilt cars in 1971 to mark the 
inclusion of many engineering improve- 
ments introduced simultaneously. 
Production of the two-door Saloon, which 
I always think was the better looking car 
of the two, eventually ceased, but having 
retired in 1977 it astonished me to discover 
in 1993 that the drophead car had passed 
its 25th anniversary and was still being 
sold! 

Attempts were made to modernise the 


Phantom limousine. If the chassis frame 
could be eliminated many styling changes 
would follow, both external and internal. 
Several 4-scale wax models were com- 
pleted for consultation purposes. Nothing 
came of it by the time of my retirement, 
probably because of the estimated cost 
versus the number of cars that might be 
sold. 

Due to my retirement, I had no in- 
fluence over the styling of the Silver Spirit. 

There is one final ‘recollection’ which 
was also due to the enlightened manage- 


The ‘Beta’ full-size mock-up, made from a Silver Shadow body shell, the front of which can still 
be seen. The rear compartment was equally as luxurious as that of the Phantom VI, for which 
‘Beta’ was proposed as a replacement model, for introduction in 1973. In the event, of course, 
this did not happen and the Phantom VI continued until the last example was delivered in 1992. 


ment of our Company. Some time during 
the production of Silver Cloud I was able 
to get on the Rolls-Royce Driving List. 
Firstly I had to be ‘Farmerised’ in that our 
ex-Police Driving Instructor Jim Farmer 
had to test every newcomer to the List and, 
if successful, test them periodically after- 
wards. 

Jim wore two ‘hats’, for he was quite 
pleasant until he joined his pupil in the car, 
usually a Rolls-Royce or Bentley, when he 
instantly became a policeman again. His 
standards were very high indeed and even 
now I find myself doing things at the wheel 
which Jim forcefully implanted in my 
mind to make me, and all who came under 
his spell, into much better drivers. 

Apart from trips to the Motor Industries 
Research Association (MIRA) test track 
near Nuneaton, or to another firm, it was 
occasionally possible to borrow an Experi- 
mental car for a weekend. The first time I 
did so our Chief Engineer had just stipu- 
lated that not less than 500 miles must be 
covered, so my wife and I found that a run 
from Crewe to Edinburgh and back would 
be just right — but it was Friday 13th 
September when we left Crewe!!! 

I probably drove Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars successfully for around 6,000 
miles altogether, and I am sure it made me 
very much better at my job as a result. : d 


Black & white illustrations 
© Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 
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‘The Hendre', the childhood home of C.S. Rolls in the former county of Monmouthshire — another casualty of the 1973 county boundary 
reorganisation (see Editorial, P.5-96). ‘The Hendre’ is now a golf club in the county of Gwent. 


In P.5-95 the Editor's wife wrote about 
our all too brief visit to the U.K. in June 
1995. In concluding her article, Manuela 
bemoaned the amount of time that had 
been devoted to Rolls-Royce during that 
visit, adding that “Next time, Rolls-Royce 
matters will have to take a back seat to 
more time in Cornwall, much more time in 
Scotland and more country pubs!” Well, 
this time we did all that, but read on and 
judge for yourself to what extent R-R 
matters took a back seat! 


I’m back! Some of you may remember 
my parting paragraph last year, suggesting 
that the next time Martin and I go to Britain 
Rolls-Royce matters would take a back 
seat to exploring the beauties of the British 
countryside and visiting more country 
pubs! However, my diary tells me that my 
eight weeks long service leave included a 
remarkable amount of things R-R! 

For a start, it is not possible to stay with 
Richard & Angela Mann in London 
without things R-R falling in your lap. The 
goings on at Rolls-Royce inevitably loom 
large in conversation, as Richard was 
Senior Quality Engineer at Mulliner Park 


Return to Britain 


By Manuela Bennett (A.C.T.) 


Ward in London. (Thanks again for your 
hospitality, R & A.) 

How did things go so awry? We had not 
even been in the country two days and I 
found myself whisked off to the Hunt 
House, which Martin refers to in reverent, 
hushed tones as though it were Mecca! 
Arriving in the morning we were greeted 
by Phillip Hall in the newly refurnished 
library and I quickly escaped to roam the 
surrounding countryside, little knowing 
that fate was about to deal me a terrible 
blow. Arriving back at the Hunt House, 
Martin is beside himself with excitement. 
For about half a second I thought he was 
pleased to see me back after two hours. It 
wasn’t that at all. It was the Trinity. Not 
the Holy Trinity, of course, but close be- 
hind in ranking by Martin’s estimation. 
Bill Allen, John Blatchley, and Martin 
Bourne, I’m reliably informed, between 
the three of them styled everything from 
pre-war coachwork through to current 
interiors and practically everything in 
between. 

All facetiousness aside, it was clear that 
Martin was in awe of these three gentle- 
men and I was also affected by these 


men speaking of their memories of a 
different time when things were done 
differently. Also present were Martin 
Bourne’s wife Julie, and Malcolm Bobbitt, 
an author who is writing a book on the 
Silver Shadow. 

We all went to lunch at the Talbot, a 
short drive from the Hunt House on the AS 
road. This was a favourite watering hole 
for the Derby test-drivers who took ad- 
vantage of the long straight stretches on the 
AS, which was built by the Romans in the 
second century A.D., to give their charges 
their head. Over lunch we discussed life in 
general, the styling of cars, and Martin and 
Bill soon learned of a mutual interest in 
railways and there was no stopping them. 
It was a special afternoon. 

A few days later we were off to stay for 
a week in beautiful ‘Pound Cottage’, the 
home of our friends David & Milly Dann 
in the lovely Gloucestershire Cotswolds. 
David & Milly were holidaying in France 
and we enjoyed looking after the cottage 
for them. Martin would be hard pressed to 
find anything of R-R significance here. 
Wrong! 

For one of our day trips from ‘Pound 
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Cottage’ Martin suggested that I might like 
to see Tintern Abbey and the glorious Wye 
Valley. It was wonderful, but the next 
thing I knew we were standing in front of 
‘The Hendre’, which we all know is where 
Charles Rolls lived with his parents Baron 
& Lady Liangattock. An enormous warm 
red brick house, ‘The Hendre’ is now the 
Rolls of Monmouth Golf Club, and when 
Martin was spotted taking a photograph 
we were accosted by a club official who 
extracted an assurance that the picture was 
not for publication. Well it wasn’t, but 
Martin has since changed his mind! That’s 
the picture on the previous page. 

Having seen where Rolls grew up, it 
was then important to find his final resting 
place. As we headed for the strangely 
named Llangattock Vibon Avel on the 
narrowest of single-track country roads it 
became clear that this was going to be 
easier said than done. We couldn’t see a 
church, but there was a sign pointing into 
private property. We drove in and en- 
countered a lady in the farm who explained 
that yes, the church is in fact on their 
property, just down a lane behind some 
trees. She seemed accustomed to people on 


Martin at the grave of Charles Rolls at ag Jalal bball Avel. 
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Coachwork stylists John Blatchley, Martin Bourne, and Bill Allen in the Hunt House Library. 


similar pilgrimages. The church itself, St. 
Cadoc’s, was locked (even here they have 
to beware of vandals and thieves) but 
searching the grounds we found the graves 
of the Rolls family, including that of C.S. 
Rolls. It would be nice to report that the 
site was well tended but unfortunately this 


is not the case. It is very unkempt. It is 
nonetheless worth visiting, and the aspect 
is delightful. Life today is so frenetic that 
tending to the dead has been relegated to a 
low priority, even it seems in the case of 
one whose name is surely the most famous 
in British industrial history. 


The statue of Rolls at Moncoutt 


Lc 


Following that sobering experience, we 
drove on to Monmouth to find the statue of 
Rolls the aviator in the market square. Just 
behind is a statue of another of 
Monmouth’s famous sons — King Henry 
V, born there August 9th, 1387. 

On our way back to London we called 
in to visit Peter & Polly Vacher, members 
of our A.C.T. Branch who recently spent 
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some time living in Canberra. Their house 
is Elizabethan, with later additions, and 
includes oak beams which Peter pointed 
out were secondhand (probably from 
decommissioned ships) when the house 
was built well over 400 years ago! Peter & 
Polly have a superb car collection which 
includes two Twenties, two Silver Ghosts, 
a Derby Bentley and a Stanley Steamer. 


PRAECLARVM 
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Dann. 


Weeks later, after touring stunning 
Scotland (another story altogether) and 
back in London Richard Mann took us to 
visit Mr Findell, whose garage is full of 
Rolls-Royce cars including three Silver 
Wraiths, and a Phantom VI which he 
bought new! Mr Findell operates a hire car 
service and he delighted in telling us about 
famous people he had driven, showing us 


There was a smaller than usual but nevertheless creditable Australian contingent at the R.R.E.C. Annual Rally this year. 
To the right of the picture is John Kennedy's delightful 1905 Light 20 h.p. 4-cylinder tourer (26350). Photo by David Dann. 


o 
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The ‘Cat & Fiddle’, near Buxton, Derbyshire. Much remodelled since Silver Ghost days. The stone carving, for example, used to be on the first 
floor above the porch but is now on the ground floor. 


many photographs of himself and his cars 
with various celebrities. 

Then it was time for the R.R.E.C. 
Annual Rally and Concours at Althorp. 
I’m sure I don’t need to remind you that 
this is the largest gathering of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley cars anywhere, any time. It 
just keeps getting bigger. It was a very hot 
weekend, over 30° C, just as it had been 
last year. The cars looked glorious lined up 
in their hundreds up the hillside with the 
magnificent house as a backdrop. We were 
joined by Tom & Fiona Clarke and by 
David & Milly Dann. Angela Mann again 
put on a beautifully prepared, mouth- 
watering picnic lunch of quite magnificent 
proportions. 

After the Rally, the time had come for 
us to visit the north of England. We had 
been invited to stay overnight at the 
Manchester home of Tom & Fiona Clarke 
on our way to the Lake District, so we 
plotted a course via the Peak District 
National Park. Before we reached that wild 
part of Derbyshire we had long since 
begun to feel a tad peckish, but it seemed 
that none of the pubs we saw were good 
enough for him and he just kept driving. 
He kept saying that “something good will 
turn up”. As we had passed through Bux- 
ton and were by now wending our way 
over the fells I was becoming a touch 
sceptical. Martin was muttering “the ‘Cat 
& Fiddle’ is around here somewhere”. 
What did I care what the pub was called? 
On the top of the fell in the distance a 
small, lone building came into view. It had 
to be a pub. What else could it be? Little 
did I realise, this was the ‘Cat & Fiddle’, 


Susans 
Royce’s home ‘Brae Cottage’ in Legh Road, Knutsford, Cheshire. Trees and high walls render 
photography difficult. 


Also difficult to photograph — the Midland Hotel, Manchester, where Rolls and Royce first met. 
“Ee 
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The engine and gearbox of the second Royce car (15881) displayed in Manchester's Science 
& Technology Museum. These are the only components of the three Royce cars that are known 
to have survived. 


Ah, that's more like it! The author relaxing and perusing the menu at a centuries-old pub in the 
beautiful English Lake District. A couple of pints of ‘Old Peculiar’ on the table. 


This hoarding, advertising the small Rover 100 car, was seen around London. An early Silver 
Wraith with Hooper coachwork on the left, a Silver Cloud III on the right. 
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where in 1907 the famous photographs 
were taken of the Silver Ghost and three 
other 40/50 h.p. Rolls-Royce cars on their 
way to Scotland for the Scottish Reliability 
Trial. One of these pictures hangs on the 
wall in the bar. This was the loneliest, most 
remote pub I have ever seen. Even the 
lonely ‘Jamaica Inn’ on Bodmin Moor in 
Cornwall at least has one or two other 
buildings nearby. The ‘Cat & Fiddle’ is 
completely on its own, perched atop a 
bleak, windswept fell in the middle of 
nowhere. The stark beauty of the fells was 
something to ponder as we enjoyed lunch 
and a pint of the local ale. 

Driving on through Macclesfield we 
arrived at the Cheshire town of Knutsford. 
Now that rang a bell! Martin stopped to ask 
for directions to Legh Road, where 
Royce’s home ‘Brae Cottage’ is situated. 
This was the house to which Royce drove 
the first Royce car from his Cooke Street, 
Manchester factory in 1904. The house is 
now difficult to photograph due to high 
garden walls and dense vegetation growth. 
Royce’s business partner Ernest Clare- 
mont had a home just across the road from 
Royce in this leafy street of quite mag- 
nificent houses. 

Arriving at the Clarkes’ we were 
greeted by Tom (Fiona was away for the 
week) and of course he and Martin had to 
pore interminably over the Wraith in the 
garage. We were amused by the antics of 
the squirrels in the back garden. Tom told 
us that there is a family of foxes, too, but 
we didn’t see these. 

The next morning Tom took us in his 
trusty Rover 2000 to have a look at 
Manchester, the birthplace of the Rolls- 
Royce motor car. Don’t let anyone tell you 
that this industrial city has little to offer. I 
had preconceived ideas about this big city 
and was pleasantly surprised by its lovely 
historic buildings and the air of prosperous 
grandeur. On a sad note, we couldn’t visit 
the Victorian shopping area as it had been 
cruelly damaged by an R.A. bomb only a 
few days before. Nevertheless, Tom full of 
enthusiasm for Manchester showed us 
what remains of the Roycean sites. 

We looked at the very grand Midland 
Hotel, where Rolls and Royce had their 
historic first meeting in 1904. We visited 
the Museum of Science & Technology 
which oddly enough, whilst the dispays 
lean heavily towards the engineering 
products of Manchester companies, has 
virtually nothing of an electrical engineer- 
ing nature from Royce Ltd. There is, 
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however, the engine and gearbox from the 
second of the three Royce cars. The site of 
the Cooke Street factory is unfortunately 
now swallowed up in a modern medium 
density housing development. 

After leaving Tom we toured the Lake 
District (lovely, but in places somewhat 
crowded with tourists), the Yorkshire 
Dales (James Herriot country), then on to 
the North York Moors (‘Heartbeat’ 
country — wild and beautiful). 

Back in London, near the end of our 
time in Britain, we visited Bill & Gill 
Medcalf and went out toa Bentley Drivers’ 
Club dinner meeting with them at the 
‘Queen’s Head’ in North Weald, near 
Epping. We met some lovely people and 
looked over some fine Bentleys in the pub 
car-park. One of these was the R-type 
(manual gearbox) chassis owned and 
beautifully restored by Bill’s son William. 


L... To E ditor 


Rolls-Royce & Bentley spares ... 1 


Having read the report on the 1996 
Spare Parts Meeting at the Hunt House 
(P.4-96, p.2771) | feel the need to 
respond both as a Rolls-Royce owner 
and as a Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
specialist repairer. 

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd for a 
great number of years enjoyed the 
benefits of being the only source of spare 
parts for their motor cars. Owners were 
hit with ever increasing prices, with price 
rises generally twice a year. As a result 
owners suffered from the extremely high 
cost of maintenance, which is well docu- 
mented (not least in the size of repair 
bills!) and a considerable number of cars 
suffered from arrears of maintenance. 

What did Rolls-Royce do to assist? 
Absolutely nothing. It was only when 
others decided that enough was enough 
and came to the rescue with the man- 
ufacture of parts, and the Company's 
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It is fitted with a temporary test-rig body, 
just like the Factory used to do, and is fully 
registered and insured for road use. 

Right at the end of our visit Richard 
Mann and Martin spent half a day visiting 
the sites of the once prolific London coach- 
building trade, but I suspect this will form 
the basis of another article in the future. 
Watch this space! 

For those of you concerned that my 
holiday turned into another tour of Rolls- 
Royce sites — “don’t you worry about 
that”! I had a great time, even though I still 
hate flying. I met some wonderful people, 
visited probably too many pubs and tried 
enough different beers to make my liver 
moan (if you enjoy the odd ale and you’re 
in the north of England, try ‘Old Peculiar’ 
—a mighty fine drop!). I visited castles ’til 
they were coming out of my ears and 
absorbed all kinds of historical facts. The 


market share was beginning to be 
severely affected, that Rolls-Royce 
decided to act with some lower prices, 
but not it seems here in Australia where 
spare parts are still exorbitantly priced. 

The majority of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars on the road in Australia are 
not maintained by Rolls-Royce main or 
sub agents, but by the non-franchised 
specialist workshops around the 
country, many of which have earned ex- 
tremely good reputations. They cannot 
afford any possibility of failure of sub- 
standard parts and always fit parts of at 
least equal quality to a Rolls-Royce 
genuine part but at a far more reasonable 
price. | would be delighted to fit only 
genuine Rolls-Royce parts if they were 
supplied at a reasonable price, but this is 
not to be. 

It is worth pointing out that, like other 
car manufacturers, Rolls-Royce do not 
manufacture all of the parts for their cars. 
They come from suppliers all over the 
world, including member businesses of 
the Rolls-Royce & Bentley Specialists’ 
Association. Most members with older 
models will already be aware that parts 
for their cars are in most cases only 
available from the Specialists, who are 
motivated not by commercial reward, as 
in many cases the rewards are small and 
a long time in coming, but by a deeply 
genuine love for and admiration of the 
marques. 


scenery defies description — even the 
richness of the English language somehow 
struggles to do it justice, though words like 
lovely, awesome, spectacular, stunning, 
vibrant, and in places even wild come to 
mind, but above all it is green. Scotland’s 
Glen Coe and Glen Shiel would melt even 
the hardest heart. I loved it all. 

I know I’m back home, but Martin has 
given me an excellent reason for going 
back at least one more time. Apparently, 
the world’s strongest beer according to the 
Guinness Book of World Records was a 
lively little drop brewed in Leicester called 
‘Bonce Bonker’. That has since been 
topped by a mean ale brewed in Martin’s 
home town of Bristol, with an amazing 
strength of 23.5%. It will be worth being 
dragged around the R-R scene to try a bit 
of that. You could hardly drink it by the 
pint though, could you? ’Bye for now! y 


If Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd intends 
going after my business | will welcome 
this development with open arms be- 
cause in order to succeed parts will need 
to be a fraction of the price they are now. 
| will actually be able to maintain my cars 
and those of my customers at reason- 
able cost using only genuine spare parts. 
However, | will not be holding my breath. 


Neil McLean, 
Western Australia Branch 


Rolls-Royce & Bentley spares ... 2 


The Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Specialists Association would be grate- 
ful to PRAECLARUM for the opportunity 
to respond to the remarks on its integrity 
made by Graham Cooper at the annual 
Spare Parts Meeting as reported in issue 
number 4-96. 

We would like to take issue with Mr 
Cooper’s opinion that the Association 
seeks “the cloak of respectability from 
the Company”. By implication this sug- 
gesis that to be recognised as an expert 
repairer and restorer of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars itis a prerequisite that 
the Company's approbation is obtained. 
This is arrant nonsense bordering on 
arrogance. The Association already has 
respectability. Many of its member com- 
panies have been maintaining Rolls- 
Royce cars for over thirty years and their 
combined knowledge undoubtedly 


provides the largest pool of expertise and 
knowledge of pre-1965 cars anywhere in 
the world. This knowledge is no longer 
available from the factory. The Associ- 
ation does not need, nor does it seek, the 
Company's endorsement. 

Association members have held 
seminars for the Australian Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club and do in fact provide over 
80% of lecturers for Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club seminars at the Hunt 
House. 

As for the joint Clubs annual Spares 
Meeting, it seems ludicrous that our 
Association is not invited given that 
without question its combined member- 
ship has the largest spread of pre-1965 
stock parts in the world. To exclude this 
expertise on commercial grounds, there- 
by deliberately suppressing competition, 
may suit Rolls-Royce, but it cannot be in 
the best interests of owners, many of 
whom are not wealthy but who neverthe- 
less are enthusiastic disciples of Sir 
Henry. 

Regarding allegations about substan- 
dard parts and workmanship, Mr Cooper 
has highlighted certain parts produced 
beyond the factory umbrella which have 
been shown to be not to original 
specifications. That is not to say they do 
not represent a more cost effective, safe 
alternative to the factory part. 

(Two sentences have been edited out 
at this point on legal advice. — Ed.) 

Perfection was sometimes an elusive 
ideal even for Sir Henry and it does Rolls- 
Royce no credit to try to deflect attention 
from their own shortcomings pertaining 
to the support of their older cars by un- 
warranted denigration of their 
competitors. That being said, the Aolls- 
Royce and Bentley Specialists 
Association reaffirms its policy of co- 
operating wherever possible with all who 
are in the business of preserving the 
automotive products of Rolls-Royce and 
upholding the aims and ideals of Sir 
Henry Royce, be they the Company, its 
franchisees, Club members, individual 
owners or independent repairers. 

We have already informed your 
readers (P.5-95, p.2642) about the 
Association's policy regarding the prod- 
uction of spare parts, but in the circum- 
stances it may be worth repeating. 

In the first instance, Association 
members came together to co-ordinate 
production of spares which Rolls-Royce 
would no longer supply and which they 
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and their franchises patently saw as 
having little more than nuisance value. 
This production has resulted in a very 
large number of the older cars being kept 
on the road when they may otherwise 
have been abandoned or broken up. 

The number of parts produced or 
supplied from within the Association for 
pre-1965 cars now exceeds 6,000 dif- 
ferent pieces ranging from small washers 
to major castings. Nearly all of these 
have been produced to original specifica- 
tions from original drawings. In some 
instances the parts have exceeded 
specifications due to the benefits of 
modern materials and production 
methods (something of which Sir Henry 
would no doubt have approved). 

In the odd instance some part may not 
conform to specification but this will only 
be where conformity is not vital, and 
where such variation will not compromise 
Safety or aesthetics and will significantly 
reduce production costs and hence costs 
to the owner. 

Association members are proud of 
their record of production and do not 
attempt to deceive owners into believing 
that their products are Rolls-Royce 
products or even Rolls-Royce approved. 
They market their parts to all owners at 
the lowest possible price consistent with 
geiting a fair return on their investment of 
time and money. They do not use the 
fatuous marketing ploy of offering dis- 
counts to U.K. Club members to the 
exclusion of others. Their paramount aim 
is to keep the older cars on the road, and 
the cornerstone of that policy is the 
provision of sensibly priced, quality parts. 

It is Association policy that all safety 
related items produced by its members 
are subjected to testing by an inde- 
pendent establishment and are certified. 
It is believed that one such estab- 
lishment, used by several member 
companies for testing, is also used by 
Rolls-Royce. 

Itis a fact that twelve years ago Rolls- 
Royce and their franchisees had a total 
monopoly of the pre-1965 spares market 
which they to all intents and purposes 
mistakenly abandoned. Belatedly, they 
now realise that in doing so they have 
ignored a significant population of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley owners. They should 
not be surprised or aggrieved that these 
owners are now being supported and 
catered for by our Association members. 

We note that Mr Cooper intends that 
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Rolls-Royce will “go after” Association 
business. This is fine. Healthy competi- 
tion not only gives owners a choice of 
suppliers but also promotes the main- 
tenance of standards of workmanship 
and service. However, owners with long 
memories of Club affairs will remember 
other much vaunted new spares 
initiatives and policy declarations ex- 
pressed by the Company and its official 
distributors over the last 25 years. Whilst 
the Company has procrastinated, inde- 
pendent specialist repairers have 
delivered. 

In conclusion, we would suggest to 
your Club members that continued 
support of the small independent 
companies, who have undoubtedly been 
the backbone of the restoration busi- 
ness, is in their best interests. Without 
these independent suppliers a monopoly 
situation would once again arise, with all 
that that implies, and the expertise and 
knowledge of specialists both within and 
without the Association would be lost. 


E. Tranter, 

Secretary, Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Specialists Association, 
Loughborough, U.K. 


Editorial note: These two letters provide 
a glimpse of the depth of feeling within 
the independent Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley specialist movement which has 
so burgeoned in the last twenty years or 
so, resulting in the formation some years 
ago of the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Specialists Association. When people 
see an old Rolls-Royce motor car still 
running strongly and silently it reinforces 
the unconscious public perception of 
the quality and longevity of the Rolls- 
Royce product, thus enhancing the 
Company's reputation. Without parts 
support for the older cars this could not 
happen. It is difficult to escape the con- 
clusion that Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 
now belatedly realise that their virtual 
abandonment of pre-1965 parts 
manufacture and supply some years 
ago was incompatible with their exploita- 
tion in publicity of the high percentage of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars still in use. 
Without spare parts support this per- 
centage was certain to fall. To a 
significant extent, pre-1965 parts 
support has been provided in recent 
decades by Association members and 
other independent firms. — M.1.B. 
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ROLLS: ROYCE OWNERS CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1922 Springfield Silver Ghost (154BG) 
Rolls-Royce Custom Coach Works ‘Pail Mall’ 
tourer. Extremely original coachwork, not a 
replica. Leather upholstery and canvas 
hood/curtains in excellent condition. Has won 
the E.J. Vidler Shield for Age & Authenticity 
on four occasions. Performed reliably on all 
three Australian Wholly Ghost Tours. 
$200,000. Fay Hudson 02-9816-4295 


a &— fs 12. 
1924 Silver Ghost (125AU) Hooper landau- 
latte. Adelaide delivery new. Believed very 
low mileage. Rare opportunity to acquire an 
extremely authentic 4-wheel brake Silver 
Ghost with original coachwork. Both reliable 
and useable. $280,000 0.n.o. Keith Wherry 
02-299-7455 (w) 02-331-3129 (h) 


y 


1934 Bentley 312 Litre (B8CR) Park Ward 
‘Light Town & Country’ saloon. Two owners 
only. Sun-roof, full too! kit. Body excellent. 
Very original. $70,000. Geoffrey Goodman 
048-68-3581 (‘phone & FAX) 


> 


1934 Phantom Il Continental (24SK) Park 
Ward sports touring saloon. In remarkably 
good, original condition. Late model 
Continental with all modifications including 
camshaft. Ex-John Altmann Collection and 
extremely well maintained. $140,000. Fay 
Hudson 02-9816-4295 


Cars For Sale 


1932 20/25 (GBT41) Arthur Mulliner D-back 
limousine. Very original, mechanically sound, 
runs smoothly. Nice features such as original 
leather interior, riveted bonnet, sliding roof in 
rear compartment, Brooks trunk, division, 
microphone, original handbook, complete 
toolkit. Documented history, last owner 18 
years. $49,500 o.n.o. Max Cuypers 
09-383-1467 (h) 09-346-2683 (w) 


\ P ae 

1949 Bentley Mk Vi (B182EY) James Young 
two-door coupé. Shell Grey over Tudor Grey. 
Restored 1983 and in excellent condition 
bodily and mechanically. One of only four 
made in this body style. Many custom fittings 
such as flasks and glasses. All tools, hand- 
book and workshop manual. $45,000 o.n.o. 
Bob Skillen 06-288-0676 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B361EW) James Young 
saloon coupé. Owner of 11 years reluctantly 
offers this car to pursue other projects. Very 
attractive and rare body style, unique in 
Australia. Car has near-side front damage 
and isin unrestored condition. Original hand- 
book and mascot. $15,000. David Ekberg 
03-9645-0094 (h) 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B295GT) Black. Fair 
condition, unrestored so it shows the pass- 
age of time. Reliable travelling car. Attended 
every Federal Rally 1980-94. $20,000. Adrian 
Muller 071-51-5864 


1950 Silver Dawn (SDB42) Black with 
oxblood red interior. Immaculate condition. 
$47,000 o.n.o. with or without wedding work. 
Peter Kemp 02-9743-8957 (‘phone & FAX) 


1950 Silver Dawn (SBA104) Black with new 
brown leather interior. Good condition. 
$42,000 with or without wedding work. Peter 
Kemp 02-9743-8957 (‘phone & FAX) 


Cars For Sale 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B375GT) James Young 
two-door Clubman coupé. Total engine over- 
haul just completed, genuine R-R com- 
ponents. Sound mechanically. Drives 
extremely well. $35,000. Mark Smith 
09-383-7147 or mobile 015-19-0203 


1953 Bentley R-type (B319TO) excellent his- 
tory with most receipts and original docu- 
ments. Six months since auto transmission 
and tailshaft overhaul. New leather on front 
seats. $36,000. Peter Kemp 02-9743-8957 
(‘phone & FAX) 


1955 Silver Dawn (SVJ113) Arabian Brown 
over Mushroom (original special-order clour 
scheme). Eleventh-last Silver Dawn built and 
almost certainly the last with manual gearbox. 
Well presented. $45,000. 

R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 


1960 Bentley S2 (B322AM) Body in good 
condition. Interior condition excellent with 
new headlining and repolished woodwork to 
rear. Runs very well. \deal wedding car. 
$25,000 or offer. Geoffrey May 03-9593-1177 
or 0418-39-3614 


x 


¥ Bld is die stk > & 
1963 Sitver Cloud Ill (SCX727) two-tone 
grey, beige interior. $37,500. 
Tom Johnston Motors Pty Ltd. LVD 
45736/9. 13 Stirling Street., Thebarton, S.A. 
08-8234-5600 


1963 Bentley S3 (B104CN) Tudor Grey over 
Shell Grey with grey hide. Factory under-wing 
refrigeration. Delivered new to New Zealand. 
One owner last 20 years. $47,000. 

R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 


1960 Silver Cloud Il (STB98) One owner 
since 1960. Yorks delivery. 107,000 miles 
guaranteed. Factory under-wing refrigera- 
tion. Requires repainting, hence $27,500. 
R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


| 


1964 Silver Cloud Ill (SGT275) Astral Blue 
over Shell Grey. Original car with air con- 
ditioning, original toolkit and handbook. 
70,000 miles. Great condition. A.C.T. reg. 
H327. $48,500. T. Leavitt 06-292-4421 


1968 Silver Shadow (CRH3438) H.J. Mulliner, 
Park Ward Two-door Saloon. Dark blue. Will 
accept Mk VI, R-type or S Series as trade-in. 
$39,500. Denis Sowden 09-335-1202 


1968 Bentley T Series (SBH3629) Bronze 
with red interior. Excellent condition. Reg. to 
May '97. $28,000 neg. John Sconce 
02-9832-4009 (after 5.00 p.m.) 


1972 Silver Shadow (SRH 

beige interior. Excellent condition. No major 
work carried out or needed. 99,950 genuine 
miles. Two owners, present owner 11 years. 
12 months (A.C.T.) reg. $32,000. Dennis 
Morris 06-273-1153 


1975 Bentley T Series (SBH2321 1) Peacock 
Blue with beige hide. Rare, Australian- 
delivered, wide wheel-arch series Bentley in 
excellent condition. Low kilometres for year. 
Full warranty. $39,950. 

R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further advertising. Ads for cars for 
sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 


availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Cars For Sale 


1980 Silver Shadow fl (SRH38682) Walnut 
metallic with beige interior. Logbook and ser- 
vice records. Excellent condition. Club car con- 
veniently located for your inspection at Brighton 
Motors, Melbourne. $45,000. 03-9596-0066 


Parts For Sale 


Bentley Mk VI 41% Litre spares: reconditioned 
cylinder head (bare), crack-tested, excellent, 
$2,000; chromed grille and louvres, $2,500; 
all body panels, body shell, glass, some inte- 
rior and jewellery, front and rear ends. 
Winged-'B' mascot and cap, excellent 
reproduction, chromed gunmetal, $275. Lots 
more, just ask. Simon Reed 074-85-3003 


Complete ignition switch for 20/25, minus key. 
Terry Bruce 03-9977-2973 


Silver Shadow: 2 x UR.12114 front disc rotors 
$300 each; 2 x UR.71664 top ball joints, $500 
each; 2 x UR.71663 lower ball joints, $400 
each, or $2,200 the lot. Complete Bentley S2 
toolkit, including spare yellow fog/indicator 
bulbs. $1,000. Alli genuine R-R parts. John 
Cooper 08-824 1-0003 or 08-8449-1370 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: Original Duntop jack and headlights 
(preferably 12° Marchal) for 1935 Derby 
Bentley; 7“ or 9° post-mounted Stephen 
Grebel spotlamp. Julian Walter 09-385-1024 
or FAX 09-383-3523 


Wanted: Bentley Mk VI ignition lock, if neces- 
sary the complete switchbox. Terry Bruce 
03-9977-2973 


Wanted: parts to bring 1922 ‘P' series Silver 
Ghost 34YG back to life, including whole of 
the steering and controls, fan assembly, gear 
and brake levers, starting crank handle and 
bracket, Lucas side and tail lights, luggage 
rack, magneto coupling and brake, tools, and 
other little bits and pieces! Doug Bristow 
03-9830-1867 (h) 03-9890-7115 (FAX) 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality black & 
white prints reproduce best but colour prints 
are perfectly acceptable. Please do not 
send negatives or transparencies. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: one small oval-shaped ‘Desmo' 
external door-mounted rear-vision mirror. 
Martin Bennett 048-29-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Literature For Sale 


A Pride of Bentleys, Adams & Roberts, mint; 
Full Throttle, Sir Henry Birkin, A1; W.O., W.O. 
Bentley, A1; Cars inmy Life, W.O. Bentley, A1; 
Veteran & Edwardian Motor Cars, David Scott 
Moncrieff, A1; The Vintage Motor Car, Clutton 
& Stanford, A1; British Sports Cars, G. Grant, 
Ai; Three Litre Bentley Instruction Book, 
original, includes McKenzie Tuning Notes all 
Vintage models; Bentley 50 Years of the 
Marque, J. Green, mint; The Rolls-Royce 
Motor Car, Bird & Hallows, mint; Motor Trade 
Directory Australia, 1924-5, A1; Motor Law in 
N.S.W., 1925, original; Motor Manual 25th 
Ed., 1925, A1; Tourist Road Guide to S.A. 
1915, A1; The Herald Road Guide to 
Australia, 1930, A1; The Great Cars, Stein, 
A1; Car Books 1921, Vol. 21, Frostick, A1. 
Keith Genders, 8 Woodhouse Cres., Wattle 
Park, S.A. 5066 08-364-2674 


Wiring diagrams exactly as in Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley handbooks (not reprints) for the 
following modeis: Silver Ghost, 20/25 (early), 
20/25 (GAF onwards), 25/30 (early), 25/30 
(late, with starter button on switchbox), 
Phantom tll, Bentley 31% Litre, Bentley 41% 
Litre to LE series (quote chassis number), 
Bentley Mk VI (early), Silver Dawn (quote 
chassis number), Silver Wraith (some series 
only, quote chassis number). $10 each plus 
$5 post & packing (any number). Martin 
Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, 
N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: 048-29-7 140 


Literature Wanted 


Phantom II (No. IX) and Phantom III (No.XII) 
original handbooks; any other original pre- 
war handbooks. Julian Walter 09-385-1024 or 
FAX 09-383-3523 


information Wanted 


Information and pictures if possible of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars used in films, T.V. 
and documentaries. Chassis numbers espe- 
cially welcome. Material will be gratefully 
returned after copying, if requested. New 
database for authors, model makers, his- 
torians and Club members. David Harding, 
21 Hill Street, Darlinghurst, N.S.W. 2010. FAX 
02-9332-2873 


COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members are 
charged $15.00 for a non-commercial ad of 
reasonable length. Photographs may be 
included free of charge to members, $15.00 
for others. Where applicable, cheques 
made payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


6-96 


Market Place 


2873 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Information Wanted 


Any information about Waring Bros., coach- 
builders of Melbourne, who made a number 
of splendid bodies on quality chassis includ- 
ing Silver Ghosts and 20 Horsepowers in the 
1920s and earlier (including the outstanding 
masterpiece still on chassis 34YG!). Also any 
old photos that may include 34YG, e.g. Mel- 
bourne Motor Show stand 1923 and 1925 
Royal Tour of HRH Duke of York (George), on 
the Great Ocean Road near Geelong. Mor- 
sels of information gratefully received. Doug 
Bristow 03-9830-1867 (h) 03-9890-7115 
(FAX) 


Services 


Jonathan White makes by hand the finest 
quality brass number plate frames with either 
glass or Perspex insert. Mirror finished 
chrome plate. Any size frame can be made. 
$65 per pair, postage & handling extra. | also 
make one-off mascots and small brass fit- 
tings, hand-made, carved from solid brass. 
059-88-8060 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 of FAX 02-9744-5517 


Services 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 

Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
Silver Shadows and Bentley T Serles 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Muisanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
"Phone/FAX 07 1-61-2512 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 


IF YOU WANT THE 
BEST 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration 
and component rebuilding to the 
highest standard. 

No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts 
parts for all models. 


quiet, discrete residence on 11% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-755-2197 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring —_Dise 


extension 


Curved 
air valve 


(NA 
Spanner——/ Air lock assembly 


All you need to fitnew  * Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your : ae 
Pre-WWIIi Classic. : filgpano- Sifea 
¢ Lagonda 

¢ Bugatti 

¢ Delage 


Write, phone or fax 
for full infomation. 


LMARR DISK,LTD 


PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


O1 


R.A.McDermott & Co. 


Sales: 649 Chapel Street, South Yarra, Vic. 3141 Tel: (03) 9804 7977 
Melbourne Workshop: 420 Burnley Street, Richmond, Vic. 3121 Tel: (03) 9428 8844 FAX: (03) 9428 0190 
Sydney: 8 Hunt Sireet, Surrey Hills, N.S.W. 2010 Tel: (02) 212 7200 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 27 Years 
Revealea!! 


“ony Handler 
INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 


Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 


-ately available, and atreasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


e Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
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PRACLARVM 
Display Advertising 
If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car 
for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display 
advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 
in a number of other countries. 

Advertisements may be submitted in camera-ready form 
or typeset and laid out to your requirements on the Club’s 
computer system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical rates (colour extra): 


Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - $410 
Half Page - $230 
Quarter Page - $130 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


Martin Bennett, 
‘Allamb!', 
RMB 3310, 
Goulburn, 

New South Wales 2580 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 
¢ UPS, Alr and Mail Shipments Dally. 


* Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. ‘Phone/FAX: (048) 297140 


WORLD LEADER IN RESTORATION ITEMS 
FOR ALL POST-WAR ROLLS-ROYCE & 

BENTLEY MOTOR CARS. PRODUCER / 

O.E.M. DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR. 


— 
EPLACEMENT 
Kp aks CO. 


——_——_—" 


Weather Strips & Seals For All Post War Std. & Custom 
Bodied « Complete Weatherstrip Packages e- Glass « 
Workshop Manuals « Handbooks « Show Car Details « Light 
Maintenance Items « Reconditioned Used Parts « Million 
Dollar Inventory of New Old Factory Stock thru Spirit/Spur 


RH 10003 Oil Filter + Gaskets 1966 thru 1977 $13.(Auth., not repro.!) 

Full Flow Oil Filter, 1951 thru 1955, Auth. Brit. Filter Supersession $17. 

Badge Bars 22" Straight or Bent, Hi Quality $69., Clips $8. 

| Tail Lignt Lens-Auth. Lucas, Cld/S, PV, Shadow, Corniche. (Inquire) 

Air Filter, Cld/S-2,3,PV, Cont. $14., Power Steering Filter, Cld/S, PV, Cont. $12.50 
Cld.S-1 Rear Wheel Cyl. Kit (2 req. per car) $34.ea. (delivered to your door) 


ALL R.R.O.C.0.A. MEMBERS RECEIVE OUR WHOLESALE / TRADE PRICES! 
Visa / Mastercard welcome, Westpac (Aus.) deposit avail., $U.$.D. or $Aus., no problem. 
International shipments leave daily(Air Post, UPS, & Heavy consolidation available.) 


REPLACEMENT PARTS CO. 
PHONE: 0011-1-770-459-0040 (—14 HOURS) 
FAX: 0011-1-770-459-8935 


(MAIL) P.O. BOX 152 
VILLA RICA, GA 
30180 U.S.A. 
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Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk Vi to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 
@ e 
Neil McLean Automotives gd 
Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (09) 250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (09) 250 1404 
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PHONE FORA QUOTE ON; 
Melbourne Adelaide Perth Sydney Brisbane Hobart Darwin 
(03) 9584 7266 (08) 294 9000 (09) 479 3555 (02) 9587666 (07) 892 2776 (002) 238 333 (089) 852 477 


Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


Insurer: Sun Alliance and Royal Insurance Australia Limited. ACN 005 297 807 


ROLLS 


McMillan 
Prestige ROI 


Car Repairs Pty Ltd 


Authorised Rolls-Royce & Bentley Coachwork Repairer 


There can be few more empowing aromas 
that that of Connolly leather! 
Itis one of the hallmarks of 
‘The Best Car in the World’ 


At McMillan’s, craftsmen using time-honoured 
skills and original Factory materials will refurbish 
the interior of your Rolls-Royce or Bentley motor car 
to original Factory specification, thus returning to 
your car one of it’s most endearing features. 


Wishing all our clients and Club members all the 
very best for 1997 


The Measure of Excellence 


Telephone: (02) 9744 5111 Facsimile: (02) 9744 5517 


UNION OFFSET CO. PTY. LTD Print Post Approved PP229219 100048 
20 PIRIE STREET FYSHWICK ACT 2609 (06) 280 6733 Lodgement Office: Canberra Mail Centre, Fyshwick, 2609 


